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PREFACE. 


The foregoing articles have been reprinted from 
the Newcastle Daily Chronicle^ in which they appeared 
during the latter part of last year. They contain 
information not now readily accessible ; and it is 
hoped that they will serve to expose the real source of 
danger to the world’s peace. 


Jam/uary^ 1904. 
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'Rueeia'e |>rote6tation8 an^ l^olict. 


. I.— THE GUEAT PEACE STATE. 

Itufibiu hag frequently been likened to a huge octopus^ which, 
disariiiiug suspicion by its calm patience, lies quietly in wait for its 
j>rey, and, at the opportune moment, thrusts out its tentades^ 
tiutches a'hat it may, digests what it can, mangles the rest with 
itH cruel bill, and then oonceals its proceedings by the emission of 
cloud of inky and impenetrable blackness. The comparison is 
nut inapt. Hut we prefer to think of Russia as a vast glacier, 
moving almost imperceptibly, in venous directions, along the lines 
of least resistance, checked now and then by natural or artificial 
barriers, ^but sooner or later overcoming all obstacles, destroying 
•everything us she advances and leaving behind her wide and desolate 
moraines composed of the debns of the human liberty she has 
Av recked and of the civilisations she has overthrown. This has been 
her history ftom the time when the Dukes of Muscovy, having 
defeated their ancient enemies the Poles, cast about for means 
of aggrandismg themselves ; and it is hardly an exaggeration to say 
that nearly every important IVeaty of modem date has bad amongst 
its primary objects imposition of some curb on the progress of 
this tremendous political icefield. 

Not to go too far back into the dim vista of things that have 
been, we find Russia tempting the Greeks to rebellion, in order to 
weaken Turkey, and then leaving them in the lurch. We find her 
stipulating for and obtaining the cession of Finland, with the aim, 
in due season, of abolishing constitution of that unhappy province 
■and, next, of attacking, Sirough it, the free and enlightened com- 
munities of Norway Sweden. We find her helping an alien 
•despotism to suitress the freedom of Hungsiy, for agM the bulwark 
of western civilmation against the sucoessive storms of Asiatic 
tmrbariam. We find her efleeting by slow degrees t|ie partition of 
Pcdsnd^uftted thereto by insstiaUe ambition, but also by jealouiqf^i 
hre^d of ^ iKognitiaa of the fact that the Poles po eseee o d in gre#' 
meeame 'that culture to which ahe herself pretenda, but to whidl^ 
she haa gerer been elide to attain. We find heap stining up stril^ 
and blooddmd in the European prorinoen of Turkey and '' liberatiinii;^ 
TutUdk fffOivuMne in order that ahe may afterwards keep thnna in a 
oondItMm of tnrmofi, weaken thnm» «M ahapcb them, wkqn that 
pmoess ahitt nppnsir ssla We see her smidoying an her |aetru- 
nMli iOitknb end the de»^ of thn emanrin and thn hiiah of 
oenapiintor^o nee Jm playing h«^«Wno Aero 
tfmottkt yrcM. W» flad hea, own 
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arnif mn unarttilioir a^rainitt Turkish gallantry, summon the aid 
of Roumania ; and, when that little state had accomplished what 
the hordes of the Tsardoin could not. ve find her rewarding her 
ally by filching from him a slice of his territory. We find her 
spreading fire a^ the sword to the east of her, and gradually passing 
those deserts and wildernesses an inspection of which, on a reason- 
ably large map. ought, in the judgment of the late Lord Salisbury, 
to have Mitisfied any sane Engliahman to the utter impossibility 
of her ever approaching dangerously close to our Indian frontier. 
We find her establishing herself on the borders of the territory 
of our iilly the Ameer of Afghanistan, and threatening him s'ith the 
deKjkatch to Calnil of an envoy who could act in no other capacity 
than that of an intriguer. We find her ini^Hsantly plotting in 
Persia, employing her Chun-h. as usual where that eoume ia deemed 
ex|iedient. as her lieutenant, converting the ShahV Nestorian subjects 
t(k Orthodox} rn hhtr, and stationing a warship in the Persian Gulf 
to protei‘l comiiiercial interests which are absolutely non-existent. 
We find her diro(*ting an assault against the ancient civilisation 
of China, and fomenting a «*ar between China and Japan with 
the object of weakening both, so that her task shall be rendered 
the easier when the moment for its exei*utioii shall arrive. And 
now We liehold her seeking to wreck the lilierties and eivilisution of 
Japan, a young, progressive, and constitutional countiy, the hope 
of the Asian races, and# therefore, other considerations apart, entitled 
to Russian hatred and to Kussiiui hostility. 

The foregoing is but a greatly abbreviated Mumniary of the well- 
'«nigh interminable chapter of Russian crime. It could be prolonged 
indefinitely. More or lees of it ia well known to every educated 
person. And yet, somehow or other, Russia has friends, and even 
apologists and advocates, everywhere. She takes care to have them. 
It is one of the aims of her subtle diplomacy to create them. 
Exteriorly, at any rate, her agents are polished and refined; or,, 
if that, they are interesting — men (or women) with a past, 
political or otherwise. If a man (of woman) is not personally 
agfweable, then he (or she) is engaging on other grounda In 
either case, the Russian agent experiences no difficulty in forming an 
entMurage; and that entourage is certain to be Russophile. It 
mgy happen however — in China, for example — that personal 
qualitiea or associations count for less than wealth or liberality 
in the diqioaai of it. In that etent the rouble is spent liberally. 
The Ruashm Exchequer ia notorioualy embarrasaed. Tet it alwaya 
oontaina enough tod to spare for the advancement of Ruaaia’s- 

world miaaksi." Ruaaia ia before all thinga gdaptahle. She 

Cto accommodate heraelf to cireumstaacea, whatever they be; 

had it is eaey isr one of her agents — ^to cite an instance whito haa 
aei^ally occurred-^ tranMbr bhnself from lAverpool to Mhieg, 
shall be as much at home in the one as in the o^ielr . In her daaUage 
hl(iL dbe West, Russia is peculiarly happy, l%e East understande 



3 


RuMua. If fihe gets more or leie of her own wmy there^ she hae to 
pay for it. But the Weet ia guileleaa. As it aooepti a man at 
hiB own i>nce^ so it aooepta a nation. And Russia’s price is so 
high that she finds it easy to •ppear respectaJble in the eyes ai the 
reHjiectable people. The Western world was quite startled when, 
shortly before the Blagovestchensk massacre^ peihaps the most brutal 
on record, the Tsar published what has been called his Peace 
Manifesto But there ia nothing norel in a manoeuvre of that 
kind on the part of Russia, She has always posed as the apostle of 
peace, jU6l as she has always posed as the apostle of humanity ; 
and the imposture has always succeeded with the Peace parties and 
with the pure humanitarians/’ to borrow Count Goluchowaky’s 
phrase, of the Western nationa We pointed this out when ^e 
imuiifesto was issued. The trick is, in truth, entitled to respect 
only by reason of its antiquity. There may not nowadays be 
many people prepared to say off-hand what the Holy Alliance was. 
Let ns quote its preamble, and those who remember the diplomatic 
prelude to the Blagovestchensk slaughter will then have no difficulty 
111 u]ipieciatiug its significance so far as Russia is ooncemed. “In 
the name of the most Holy qnd Indivisible Trinity,” ran this historic 
document, “their Majesties the Emperor of Austria, the Kii^ of 
Prussin. and the Emperor of Russia ” — ^modest Emperor of Russia ! — 
in consequence of the grand events which have signalised in Europe 
the course of the post three years, and more especially in consequence 
of tlie multiplied benefits which it has pleej^ Divine Providence 
to shed upon their States, whose Governments have placed their 
confidence and hope in Him alone, having attained the intimate 
conviction that it is necessary to base the plan to be adopted by 
the Powers, in their mutual relations, upon the sublime truths taught 
us by the eternal religion of our God and Saviour, declare solemnly 
that the present Act has no other object than to manifest^ in 
the face of the Universe, their unshakable determination to take 
no other rules for their conduct, whether in the administration of 
their respective States, or in their political relations with evezy 
other Government, than the precepts of this holy religion — ^precepts 
of justice, of charity, and of peace, which far from bring applicable 
Bolriy to private life, should, on the contrary, directly i^uence the 
resolutions of Princes, and guide all their steps as being the sole 
means of consolidating human institutions and remedying thrir 
imperfections.” A go(ri deal of Russian histoiy was made betwuen 
1816 and 1875. Tet Baron Jomini repeated thia deriararion at 
the Brussels Congress of the latter date. To-day that dedlairition 
would app^ ridiculous, we should imagine, even in Exeter BaR eyas. 
But it swindled the pikiats of this period. Mb less godly a body 
than rile Peaoe Society of ll aa s a riiu s ett a » cempoeed of damodants 
of the PUgxbn Fatliaina wae amongst the firet to oongintiilata rilie 
EnspOror AlOxandar on the formation of the Hriy League of the 
Three Sovereigns.* 
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11 >TIIE GREAT G( AKDIAX STATE. 

Ruaiia, w<^ «i»y, alwajg takea care U» appear reapecUble in tbe 
eyea of reH|iectable people She k&owt that they are ffuided, ucit hy 
condnct, hut by proteetations , that they judge h man, ncit by what 
he ig, but by a hat he Nuya he im . not by a hat he duen. but by what 
be saya he meani to do ; and the knoaa. further, that they believe 
nliijost everything that they tee in print. Wherefore RuhMa. ahich 
muzzles her oan nea*spa|ier» to the verge of autfocation, utilizes to the 
full the preaa abroad. She haa her oi^rans in Pans, m HniHaelM. and 
in moat, if not all. the principal Euro|)ean centreH 

Kusaiak Claima 

Heiw is an eztrait from a popular Engliah periodical. (If the 
author's nationality ae ore ignonmt, ,nor do we knoa- a here he 
gathered his information ; but of this there can lie no doubt ' 
that he represents Russia as she would have heri»elf reiiresented 
to the nations of Ei||ope. Ruaaiai'* we are told, is the largest 
of the European Powers, and the strongest: and has for centuries 
been the guardian of Europe against the infidel. Upon its border 
the full Imrrors of Asiatic conquest have burst again and sgsan, 
and there waa a time when eveiy Tartar considered the Muscovite as 
his slave. But the storm of Tsrtsr samgeiy spent itself on Ruwis, 
snd thus Europe wss saved. When the Russians had once thrown 
off the Tartar they entered on another mission against the 

Turk. And it is fairly true to say that there is not a freeman 
between, the Pruth and the Adriatic to-day who does not owe his 
iMidoBi msi^ to Ruasuk Her grej4^ writen, such as Thrmiieff , 
the civilued worid as much as her ptiniert Gay and Yerast- 
dhegia sad her musioisiis Rubinstein and PsdecewiAi, snd in Count 
Tbtm she possesses the only real prophet of the present age.” 


Plaiv CoNTnAmonovs. 

Heee ie n pretfy catalogue of claims to rigfateiwunesa. If only 
these ee Uff lHto were true, how dUtorent a Europe we should be 
living in tONWI Bbt they ere not tine. Eym one of them may 
ht contrediMn wHh the utmost confidence «aa in the pWneet eSf 

Se were Europe woidd now beOSeofc no nrmeted it 

Wwd bp if it did got beoom# Prendh. Tim iXibsdi too muoh 
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for Husaia in her luit attack upon laiam ; and the war of 1876-77 
^aa won by the Koumaaiaas fitting under German leadenhip. If 
that 18 not admitted at St. Peter&urg, it will be at Buelumeet 
Kuiaiu has not for centuries been the guardian of Europe against 
the infidel. It is the case, of courses &e.t the Tartan conquered 
the Hussiang, and left so ind^ible an impression upon them that 
it is as true to-day as erer it was that if you scratch the Ruasian 
you find the Tartar. But it is not the case that the storm of 
i^siatic barbarism spent its force on Russia, and that Europe was 
thus buved. Not so very long ago, as historic time goes, the Turks 
ere at the gates of Vienna ; and at this very moment the Sultan 
rules over millions of European Christians. Russia’s great writers 
have to come, so have her great painters, her great musicians, and 
her great prophets. Pushkin was of negro origin ; Tuigenieff was 
an exile in France ; Paderewski is a Pole ; Rubinstein was a Jew, a 
member of a race to Russia the most odious of any ; and Antocolsky, 
a really tine sculptor, whose Ivan the Terrible,” in the Tretyakoff 
galleries at Moscow, is surpassed by nothing in the whole domain 
of Biulpture. WHS also a Jea. Nothing can be more absurd than 
Russia’s claim to be received into the family of European nations 
by reason of her eminence in the fine arts. She enjoys no artistic 
eminence. In architecture she had the near example of Greece; 
but she refused to profit by it, and adopted instead a quasi-Bycantine 
style, rendered grotesque, or, as the Russians conceive^ ornamental, 
by the addition of cupi^as, resembling in shape inverted Portuguese 
onions, and coloured brightly in blue and green. Her painting 
crude and garish ; the Russian Government notoriously allows its 
subjects no opportunity of distinguishing themselves in literature ; 
and her music is harsh and discordant, even when, as was the case 
with Tschaikoffsky, an attempt is made to imitate the olaisio mode, 
and to show that it can flourish as well on Russian soil as on the 
soils of Geniiany and Italy. The efforts to demonstrate Russian 
refinement through Russian art is the sheerest futility. All that 
can be shown in this wise is the extent to which the Muscovite 
remains a Tartar. 


Tbi Wabm Watsr Port. 

But our author goes further. '"Eurt^fieim Russia,” he is 

enough to tell us, ** has some sea on every side— the White Bea on 
the north, the Baltic on the west, the Black on the south, and the 
Csispian on fAie east. They are all inland seas, and have the iieual 
dii^vantages of inland leaa in reflect of dimate and oonunem. 
Hie Vhite Sea is merely an arm o! the Arctic Ocean, but the latter 
is of very little value for oomnMroe, and ia practically an inland sea 
between kfordkyn and Novaya Zemlya The Baltic and the Black, 
indtpeMent seas, are terrify shut in, and the Caqdan is 
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limp]^ a huge lake. Therefore Ruiaia must get e port ou the 
Memtemiieea.” Muet ahef But whyf If werm water porta were 
Ijing QWMrieaa on the ahoraa of the Mediterranean, like pebblea 
onuie roedaide, for anybody to pick up who choae, Kumia aould 
be within her right in daiming one. But what ia meant when it i» 
aaid that ahe moat hare a poit in the Mediterranean ia that ahe muat 
hare a port at aomebody etae’a eapenaa At m*boae expenae I And 
whyf The claim that a country, b^'auae it ia unfortunately situated 
geographically, muat hare greater acceaa to the aea uould l»e pre- 
poateroua in the oaae of a ciriliaed atate. It is doubly mi in the 
caae of Rumta, which ia not a ciriliaed atate, whatever may be 
urged to the contrary ; and which daily provci» hy her conduct 
that ahe ia not entitled to be regarded aa ciriliaed. What would 
be thought were Switaerland, which has no acceaa tc» the aea, to 
demand a port at the expenae of France or Italy? We luiugine 
the anawer to such a request would be abort, 8hur|i. and loiiLliiaive, 
and would meet with the approbation of the entire world, ('anada, 
a ciriliaed country if there ia one anywhere, would l»e ^lad of an 
ioe-lree port on her eaat-coaat. But nobody, in Canada or out of it* 
renturea to auggeat that ahe should acquire such a pi»rt at the coat 
of the United Statea. Why, then, should we liaten to |>it>poaala 
from Rnaaia which would be aoouted were they advanced hy Canada, 
by Swritceiiand, or by^my ciriliaed state 1 And, beaideh, whut does 
Ruaaia want with an ice-free port f Porta ore for trade. But Rushia 
wanta no trade — ^no trade, that in, with her neighbours, no inter- 
% national trade. According to the theory of her atateaiuen, she ought 
to be aell-Buataining, and to hare no trouble w^ith outsiders, w'ho, 
in their judgment^ are rather more infidel and more pernicious 
Mian the Tartars who settled round the Kreinl of Moscow, and 
there formed the still extant Kitai Gorod, or Chinatown. For in 
oonudenng Ruaaian policy it muat never be forgotten that, according 
to Russian estimates, Ruaaia ia not merely a Christian country, 
but the Christian country — ^the only Christian country. Russia ia 
not a tradmg country. She ia a huge monopolist, an outheroder 
of McKinley and Meline. To our thinking, ice-free ports are beat 
left in the handa of those who will use them for the purjxise for 
which, they are intended. The argument, if it can be called an 
argument, that Ruaaia should have aome l|scause nature and con- 
quest have endowed her with none is sheer impudence. 
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III.— THE HUMANITARIAN STATE. 

The sincerity of Russia’s humanitarian protestations was conrin- 
iingly revealed by her declarations at the Brussels Congress of 1875, 
and by its sequel — ^the advance in Central Asia. Her pretext for 
summomng the Congress was the desirability of mitigating the 
sufferings endured in war. But her real motive was suspected to 
be to aid the military in the subjugation of the maritime and minor 
States; and a determined attempt was made to induce the British 
Government to abstain from sending a delegate to the Congress. 
The effort failed, und Major-Gene^ Sir Alfred Horaford was 
authorised to attend the meeting ; but that the British Government 
shared the suspicion entertained outside is shown by General 
Horsford 8 instructions. Her Majesty’s Government,” he was told 
by Lord Derby, *'have accepted the assurances of the Russian and 
other Governments that the Conference will not entertain any 
questions relating to maritime operations or naval warfare^ and 
they are glad to learn from these assurances that there is no intention 
of enlarging the scope of the Conference so as to inoludi^ the 
discussion of general principles of international law. At'She same 
timei, it will be your duty to guard carefully against being led, 
in the course of deliberations on other matters^ into any discussions 
which may, however remotely, affect the subject of maritime warfare, 
which her Majesty’s Government have thus agreed with other 
Governments should be formally excluded; and if any papers are 
attempted to be presented to the Conference, or any sta^ments 
made which refer to it, you will protest against such statements or 
papers being received, and apply to her Majesty’s €k>vemment for 
instructiona You will also aj^tain from taAing part in any dis- 
cussions upon any points which may be brought forward which mny 
appear to you to extend to general principles of intemationd 
law not already universally recognised and ocoepted.” 


An Adiczrablb Prooraioib. 

In these circumstances, England’s acceptance of the Russian 
invitation was not particularly complimentary to the conveners 
of the Congress. Nevertheless Russia persevered. The sneers of the 
cynics did not deter her, for her cause was good. It was nothing 
less^ as Baron Jomini, her representative, assured the Conference, 
in mfding tq the delegates his letter of instructions, than the cause 
^ humanity. It is to be hoped,” proceeded the dooument read 
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hf hu Ezoelleucv, the prvttretw of eulighteument and of 

mannen will render wart* more and more rare. At the aanie time* 
in the pieaent Htate of thiiiga, war reiiiaitiH an eril, if not neceaaar^r, 

at leaat aumeiiiuea ineritable War cannot he the noniial atate 

of uatiotiK. ft ia ouIt a painful ezoeption. The rule ik pacific 
relatioufc which soften the manners i>y uniting the interests of 
nations. The duty of Govemuienta ik then, whilst holding them- 
selves ready for war, to use all their efforts to lunintajii fieaoe while 
it exists, and to re-estahlirii it if it has lieen disturbed. From this 
point of view, tlie only legitimate object of eveiy war is to obtain 
as proiiiptiy as possible a peace rendert^ more solid and durable. . . . 
Kcpnaals . . leave feelingii of resentment which incn^e the 

dil^lty of a return to pacific relations. To reconcile the ezigenoies 
of two states of things which appear the absolute negation of each 
other IS not an easy task. But that this task is arduous is not 
a reason for not approaching it in a spirit of practical and serious 
goodwill liased ufKiii the sent intents of huinaiiity. the duties of 
civilisation, and the solidarity of general interests.’* 


pRRsriiiixo Paksivx Rbsistkhh. 

All this, and a good deal more of the same sort, w'as said by Baron 
Joinini in what at the time w*as well described as ** a Royal speech 
^frotti the Emperor of Eairope to bis subject Council assembled at 
Brussels.” It sounds very nioe, as Kussiaa sentimental assuraaoes 
usually do. But, as men do not gather grapes of thorns or ffgs of 
thistles, it becomes us to ask what had b^n the acts of the Russian 
Government just prior to the Brussels Congress and what were its acts 
immediately alter. One of the most tolerant, best informed, and 
most moderate of students of foreign politics put the question a 
year later in connection with Turkish affairs, and with the proposal 
tbit Russia should be invited to occupy the provinces of Ruuia and 
Bsnsffoviaa. ” Hie first point to be investigated before we can salelj 
eaft upon Russia to aid us in a humane undertaking,” wrote Baton 
de Worms, is whether Russia is herself a humane Power ” ; and^ 
answering his own query in the negative, he proceeded to narrate 
the stmy of Eaufmann*s massacre of the Tomud TuriLomans. But» 
before thab Buasia had been engaged in reatoring order in the Poliab 
diooeae Ohalm was p^pled largely by adheronta of ^e 

United GrMb Churdi. They were oonverted to Orthodozy by the 
aimple process ol^jna^ing troops into the Tillages^ turning the oleigy 
out of tbe churmi, inatalling Euaaian popet in their stead, and ahaot- 
in| down peaaasiti^o opp^ theae meaeum aotitijly ar pmMf. 
nie gentle, humane^ CSiriadan Ruaa, tim adtthor of iolt manner^ 

* lpg fc and ready nsMbod of dealing with the paaalve vaaiater. b the 
^Uaiy of 187i treepe were aent into the ^plage of Ghelm, and Ibhar 
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comiuuDding: officers called up(» the inhabitants to sign a declaration 
expressing their willingness to accept the* RnssifiJi rite. In the- 
villages adhere the peasantfy refused to sign, the soldiers were ordered 
to beat the men and women with Uie butt-«nds of their muskeg and 
to iirc on them if they still oontinued refractory. ^At Polubioe six 
peasants were either b^en to death or mortally wounded ; at Drelow 
five were killed, and 28 severdy wounded : while all were beaten with 
sticks, each of the men receiving 50 blows, each woman 20, and each 
tliild 10. At Pratulin the troops fired on the peasantry while 
they were singing hymns in the market place. Twelve peasants 
were killed, and the dead bodies were exposed by the Russisns 
for a whole day in the church, the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring villages being invited by the Russian officials to see “ how 
the ivovemuient punishes disobedience to the will of the Tsar.” And 
yet ull religions are tolerated in Russia ! and yet Russia is ad- 
ministered on " the precepts of justice, of charity, and oi peace, which, 
far from being applicable solely to private life, should, on the con- 
trary, directly influence the resolutions of princes, and guide all their 
steps, as being the sole means of consolidating human institutions and 
remedying their imperfections.’' 


Thb Yomcii Massac res. 

The story of the Yomud massacres is an even more striking 
exemplification of the practical humanity which Holy Russia has iworm 
in the name of the Indivisible Trinity to observe. Eaufmann, as 
Mr. Schuyler tells us, after the taking of Khiva, ordered the Yomud 
tribes to pay a contribution of 300,000 roubles in fifteen days. They 
asked for time. Eaufmann refused it, and detained as prisoners 12 
Yomuds who came to negotiate with him. The declinature was a mere 
pretext, Kaufmann’s aim being, not money, but extermination. Accord- 
ingly, without waiting for the fifteen days to expire, he issued the 
foUowing order to General Gdovatcheff : — “ If your Excellency sees 
that the Yomuds are not occupying themselvee with getting together 
money, but are assembling for the purpose of opposing our troops,*^ 
or perhaps even of leaving the country, I order you immediately to 
move on the settlements of the Yomuds which are placed along the 
Haaovat Canal and its branches, and to give over the settlemeiita Of 
the Yomuds and their families to oompleto destruction and their 
herds and property to oonfieoation.” Golovatoheff was only too 
witting. In a qMch to his officers he said : — ** ^is e^qteditioin does, 
not either age or sex— kill aQ of them ” — and GolOvifficiheff, re- , 
peating this address to his CiroBBsiaii^ remarked “ I liope yon will 
Mtt tlnee oommands Mdrfctly, in OiroBSsian wxtliout a 

^ You are not to span either age or sex. Eifi all of 
£1% or nearly all, were killed. An eye^ness told Hr. Softoyfaw 
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The CoMacks neeuied to quite furioua, and niahed on them with 
their aabrea, cutting ereryliodv down, whether a Mnall child or an old 
man. I saw several such cases. I remember one case in particular* 
which 1 could not look ut for more than n iiiotiieni, and nale hastily 
l^. A iiitither, who hud been riding; on horseback with three 
eitodren, was lying dead. The eldest child was dead ulsci. Tlie 
youngest had a sabre cut through its ann, and. while cnriiig. was 
wiping off the blood. The other child, a little older, was tiyiiig to 
wake up the dead mother." 

So much for the hmnanity of the Power which joins Holy 
Alliances, which promotes Congreises for the iiiitigatioii of the need- 
less horrors of war, and which signalises itself by the prom iilgiit ion 
of disarroanient manifestoes. 
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IV.— PETER THE GREAT'S WILL. 

Tiie mention of Peter the Great’s political testimony wfU doubtless 
briuf? a smile to the lips of the sceptical and particularly to the lips 
of those who have been induced to belieTe of Russia that which 
Russian diplomacy wishes them to believe. " What,” it will be 
aaked, is this so-called will ? Have we not been assured tin^ out 
of number that it is a tictitious document, and that Peter the Great 
left no will ? ” We have been so assured. But we have also been 
assured that Peter the Great did leave a will, and that it enjoined the 
considerate treatment of the Poles. This discover}' was effected at a 
period when all civilisation stood aghast at the manner in which the 
Tsardom suppressed the Polish rebellion : and it affords evidence, so 
far as it goes, of the authenticity of the document commonly known 
as Peter the Great s will. Whether that instrument is or is not 
authentic, is however, a secondary matter. What is important is 
that it furnishes the key to Russian policy, and that it is accepted 
by the Russianh, who have executed it as far ns possible. As has 
b^n said, The will of Peter the Great is engraven on the minds 
of Russians as part of their religion.” Shortly after the suppression 
of the Polish rising a Russian lady of high rank was defending the 
conduct of the St. Petersburg Government to a Polish dame. ” You 
think,” she said, that we are oppressing you out of mere cruelty. 
You are very much mistaken. We are acting in self-defence. 
Russia cannot exist with a Catholic Poland between her and Europe. 
We have to fulfil the will of Peter the Great.” 

Europian Domination. 

In 1836, the memoirs of the Chevalier d’Eon were published in 
Pans, as derived from the archives of the French Foreign Office, by 
Galliardet, who declared that the will of Peter therein contained was 
the only complete copy. The work was immediately suppressed, but 
the following year a Belgian edition was issued, ami is, we believe^ 
still to be obtained. Because it is the key to Russian policy, and 
setting aside from the present all question of its genuineness, we 
reprint the will as it was given in Galliardet’s book. It bore the 
^ heading, “ Copy of the Plan of European Domination, left by Peter 
the Great to his successors to the throne of Russia, and deposited in 
the archives of the palace of Peterhof^ near Bt. Petersburg^' ; and in 
tlto highly pietistio preamble, written in the name of the Most 
li^y and luivisible TMnity/’ Peter urges that, Scoording to his 
niews, which he believes to be those of Providence^ the Kneuaa 



IS 

wople arv called to tbe ^neral doininntion of Europe. The 
Buropeau nations, he arsuea. haee, for the moat part, arrmd at 
% condition of senilitr, and niuat be eaaily and indubitablj oon- 
piercd h} h 3 -ounfr and new people, when this Iasi shall have attained 
ts full Ktren^ii and neatness. To this end, he bequeaths to Russia 
be folios iqi; instruction^ which be reooniuiends to their constant 
ittentiou. as Moses reeomniended the Tables of tbe Law to the Jews 

Text or thi Will. 

( 1 ; The Russians must be kept in a continual state of war, in 
>rder to retain the soldierj in warlike dispositions. No repose, 
except to auieliorate the fiuanies. to nMTuit the army, and to wait for 
ncauents propitious for attack. Thus make peace serre foi w*ar, and 
ear for peace, in the interest of the a^^^irnindisement and increaaing 
prosfienty of RusKia. 

(2) Hr all possible means we must draw towards us, out of the best 
instructed nations of Europe, in^neraJs in tune of war and learned 
men in time of peace, in oi^er to make the Russian nation profit by 
the advantages of other countries writ bout losmg any of her own. 

(3) On all oceasionK we must take part in the affairs and in the 
discussions of any kind in Europe, above all with those of Germany, 
which, situated nearer to us, is of more direct interest 

(4) Poland must be divided by our keeping up there disorder 
and perpetual jealousies ; tbe pow^eiful must be gain^ over by gold : 
the Diet must be influenced and bribed to act upon the elections 
of the Kings ; we leusl create for ourselves there ]iartiziuis, protect 
them, send thither Russian troops, and leave them there until they 
have found an opportunity of remaaning there for ever. Should the 
neighbouring Powers raise difficulties, we must satisfy thmn tem- 
porarily by parcelling out the country, until we can re-take what we 
haro gelded. 

(5) We must take from Sweden as ^uch as we can, and cause 
Ofttffsmras to be attacked by her, in order that we may have a pretence 
for gttbjogating her. With this view, we must separate her firom 
Denaiis^ and Denmark from Sweden, and keep up carefully their 
rivaliy. 

(6) The wives of Russian Princes are always to be chosen amongst 
German fkmosasea, to multiply family allimicea, to tighten &e 
interests, aifrf'lthus to bind Germany to our cause by increasing there 
our mfiusttgg;^^ 

(7) We auMt principally seek the alilsnoe of England for oopa* 

MToe, becauae>ft h the Power moat in srunt of us lor its Mary, aifid 
sMM can be useful in the (^jjyslspmsnt of ours, i We Bauflt 

oUlange our tinwr and otto 

relatTOi|s|ite her tiwtii tad aaamen and outo, wUii 
those of fiotmtry to uasl^on ,aad eommsree. 
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(8) We inuit ioceBwmtly extend ouraeWee towarde thf* north, 
alonfi: the Btltio See, luid towards the aoutli along the Black Sea 

(9) We moat ad^noe aa far aa poiaible towards Constantinople 
and the East Indies. Whoever shall reign there will be the true 
master of the world. Therefore, we inuat excite continual wars, some- 
timea with Turkey, sometiiuea with Persia; create dockyards on 
the Black Sea ; take possession, little by little, of that sea^ as well as 
of the Baltic, which is a point doubly necessary for the success of the 
project: we must hasten the downfall of Persia: penetrate as far 
as the Persian Gulf : re-establish, if jiossible, the ancient commerce 
of the Ijevant through Syria; and advance as far as the Indies; 
a*hich are the emporium of the world. When once there, we can 
do without the gold of England. 

(10) We must carefully seek and keep up the alliance with 
Austria: apparently second her design for future domination over 
Germany ; and we must excite underhand against her the jealousy of 
the Princes. We must induce each and all of these” to seek succour 
from Russia, and exercise a sort of protection over the country, 
which may prepare our future domination. 

(11) We must interest the House of Austria in the expulsion of the 
Turk from Europe, and neutralise her jealousy after the conquest of 
Constantinople, either by exciting a war between her and the old 
States of Europe, or by giving up to her a part of the conquest, to 
retake it from her afterwards. 

(12) We must gather around us all the disunited or schismatio 
Creeks who are spread in Hungary, in Turkey, and in the south of 
Poland ; we must make ourselves their centre, their suppoit, and 
thus found, by anticipation, a universal predominance, a sort of 
royalty or sac^otal supremacy. There will be so many friends in 
the midst of each of our enemies. 


(13) Sweden having been dismembered, Persia overcome, Poland 
subjugated, Turkey conquered, our armies united, the Baltic and 
Block Seas guarded by our ships, we must then separately and 
very secretly offer to the Court of Versaillee^ then to that of Vienna^ 
to share with them the universal monarchy. If one of the two accede 
to the proposal (which is not improbable^ if we feather their aasi* 
bitions and conceit) then we must make use of that one for destroif-^ 


ing the other. We must then annihSate in its turn that which fe- 
mains^ fay beginning with it a struggle which cannot be probtemath^ 
beagute Bussia will already then possess, as a property, the Best 
a gree); pert of Europe. ^ 

(14) If, whiA is not likely, both refuse the proposefaf of Bussia^ 
We must Oxcite m cme against the Other, and oompel to mutual 
exhauitioiL Then isisihg the deoi«iv0 monmi^t, Bmiid ^ launch 
open Cennany teem eestthbled beterehand, wl^ two consider- 
one of the otheopom dm Port ef 

conviy df 
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Black Sea and the Baltic. AdTanounf* upon the Mediterranean and 
the ocean they arill inundate France upon the one aide^ whiiat Ger- 
many will be attacked on the other : and if theae two oountriea be 
Tanquiahed, the rent of Europe will eaaily and without delay bend 
under the voke. Thua can and uiuat Europe be aubdued. 

la It AuTHBimc f 

h this document authentic! What doea tliat matter! A more 
iiii}K>rtant queation ia * ** Doea it repreaent Ruaaian aima and 
niethodh! ” Few peofde out of Kuasia a-ill answer in the nef^iye. 
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V.— DOES RUSSU ACT ON THE WILL? 

The all-iujportant queition with reference to the document called 
the will of Peter the Great ia, aa we have aaid, not whether it ia 
authentic, not whether it waa reallj Peter’a political teatament, but 
whether it affords a clue to Russian policy, whether Russia acts upon 
it, whether she executed it in so far as its execution haa heem. 
practicable. A very cursory examination will suffice to satisfy the 
most incredulous that Russia does act upon it, that she has eatecuted 
it ns far as circumstances pennitted, and that she is endeavouring 
t(» execute it yet. It is enjoined, in the first article of the ''Plan 
of European Domination,” that the Russiiins shall " be kept in a 
Lontinunl state of war,” except when a state of peace is absolutely 
dictated by financial considerations. Is this injunction not obeyed 
literally ? Russia is always either at war or engaged in the pursuit of 
a policy w’hich, if persisted in, must eventuate in war. She maintains 
the largest army of any State in the woild, although she herself is 
threatened by nobody, and a mere militia would meet all her require* 
ments. She is constantly strengthening her fleet, although com- 
mand of the sea is not a matter of vital importance to her as it ia to 
us, and although she discourages foreign trade by every means 
in her power. The so-called Peace manifesto of the Tsar, which was 
really a plea for suspending the progress of armaments, was the 
herald of a dastardly attempt to press the youth of Finland into her 
luilitaiy force, and so to augment it. It was the prelude, too, to the 
assault upon^he integrity of China, to the menace to Japan, and to 
the existing condition of affairs in the Balkan peninsula. People who 
blame the Macedonian Committee and the Bulgarian Government for 
ther^bloodshod in the European provinces of Turkey must not forget 
what happened at the Shipka celebrations, and what Ignatieiff said on 
that occasion. Decidedly, the Russians are "kept in a continual 
state of war,” although they have to be starved that the thing may 
be done. 


BiTTiNO Fribnds. 


Look again, at the fourth article. Was Poland not divided aa the 
consequence of the fomentation within her borders of disorders and 
jealousieB? And were not the neighbouring Powers satiaded tem- 
porarily by the ** parariffing out of the oountiy f ” The powerful in 
Poland were to be gate) by gold. The Diet was tp be bribed to 
infhjete the eleotion of Kinfiy and Russian paittena ware to be 
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rrfttdl li not thin RuMui't inrAriaMo p^icj whermr men' am , 
to bo bought end the creation of putiiane is poasiblef To whet is 
the ptesent miserable plight of Chine attributable if not to the 
Iree ok of the nniblef Where are there not Russian partisans f 


Ik Scakuikavia. 

And, passing on to the Rfth article, a most interesting one at the 
iiiouient, has not as much been taken from Sweden as could be, and 
have noi^the Seandinarian communities been separated from one 
another f Is not their nralry kept up as much as iiossibleT MThat 
i0he of the bitterness between Norway and, Sweden but the 
proceedings of the Russopbile Radicals of Norway ! England and 
Wmioe shOTed that they understood Russians designs in this quarter 
when they signed the Treaty of 1S.’>5 constituting themselres the 
joint guarantors of the independence and the integrity of the 
8oandiMvtan pmnnsula, Peter’s injunction to his successors was, 
not that they should attack Sw^eden directly, but that they should so 
act as to cause Sweden to attack Hussis. It is not that which they 
are doing nowY Finland, foniierly a (Irand Duchy, ruled by a 
irmnd Duke, and largely peopled by Swedea, has been violently, and 
in flagrant violation of its sovereign’s oath, incorporated in the 
Taardom. Russian tfbops have been placed on the Swedish atid 
Kcrwegian frontiers ; they are only a few miles from the Atlantic ; 
and Russian spies aie all over the peninsula. Up to what point will 
Sweden be able to withstand this provocation ? We are not prepared 
tc^^anawer the question. Hut it is obvious that there must come u 
time when Sweden will be obliged, in aelf-defenoe, to take some official 
notice of Rusaig’s doings on her borders. Then RussUMrill get* her 
agfortunity. ^e is cKtainly executing the fifth olause of Peter’s 
wOL 



Am Aovavcb All Round. 

hardly neceasary to insist that she has carried out the sixth, 
end the eighth, by choosing the wives of her princes from 

43ennea princesses, by extending along tlie4fl|jltio and the 

Bhnk and hj advancing towards Consta&iino{deriSwne direotiom 
and to Mies in the other. Her outposts are clcce to am 

imthesm<|ypid> of Iniflu; the great d e s e rts whkshtLord SalidNvy 
deemed when inspeoted on big mapt km been 

— ^Nned;lip tbb wrenching of Macedonfc Iw 

^ gridl^ Oonstantiimi^ tho barit door d wUoh the earn* 
AaJtIkASm. But everybedif not baen eb eei hw i d 
itealthfly, die b 900 oMte io enemBb the 
p leieience to cno uenixnMgenr ok FinwA Two 


r»r three years Ago she armiiged for the wholesale conTonioii of the 
Persian Keetorians to Orthodoxy, thus creating for herself a body of 
partisans some 40,000 strong, llie mere existence of tto 
afford her her pretext whenever^ she is in need of it. “Penetrate 
as for as the Persian Gulf,” said Peter. Russia has absolutely no 
trade with the Gulf porta. Her commercial interests there are nil. 
Yet she has ucciuired u foothold of some sort at Bteukr Abbas ; she 
has subsidized a trading steamer to run between that port and 
Odessa : and now she has decided to station a warship permanently 
in the Gulf. In this connection, we may quote a passage, penned 
nearly half a century ago, by a deep student of foreign affairs in 
general, and of Russian policy in particular. “ The advance towaids 
Constantinople is a*ritten in the July Treaties, the battle of Navarino^ 
the * pacification ’ of Greece and of the Levant, and in the possession 
now taken of the Black Sea. The advance toaards India feolly 
commenced, as Napoleon predicted, when Poland was finally subdued. 
Tlie same year brought the fall of the first practical barrier — ^th^ 
CircaRsians. She will shortly be our neighbour, ready in case of a 
fresh mutiny m India, first to come to our aid, and then to take our 
place For more than a hundred years Russia has been, engaged in 
tv nrs tv ith Persia and Turkey. In the former country she has of late 
years got Rngland to engage in wars for her benefit.” We may add 
that in still later years she has got England to turn her back on 
Turkey for Russia's benefit. At this moment, we are booking a 
scheme tvhich, so fur os Russia is concerned, aims at oonvnling 
Hooedonia into a Russian province. Foreign statesmen oughts one 
would imagine, to see these things. Perhaps they do; but they 
behave as if they did not. 


Russia akd Austria. 

dThe “ Alliance with Austrii^” urged by Peter so strenuously, has 
always been cultivated* It was strengthened materially in 1896, 
when the Emperor PVancis Joseph went to St. Petersburg, and there 
concluded the Balkan arrangement with the Tsar. Russia and 
Austria are acting together now. Between them, they have oom-^ 
trived to objfdn the mandate of Europe; and Russia is thereiiy 
enabled to oiRry out Peter’s further injunction Ibat Austria should be 
induced to put herself in sympathy with, or at least to tmkfir paii 
in. the movameiit for expelling the Turks from Eurc^ 

Whatevee, than, may have been the origin of Peter the ttbsfAi 
vrill, we do not see how it can be denied that Russia a<.tf 
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VL— PETEK THE UKEATS ^ILL; 18 IT AUTHENTIC! 

AUboagli, M ve have iiid, the authenticity of Peter the Oreat’a 
wU ip u 8 ect^|dai 7 uiatter in comfNiriicm with the fact that Ruccia 
aotf* u|ion it, the origin of the document remaina an intemCing 
histoncal question. Siudanta of the problem have, we belscwe^ 
arrived aliuoat unanimously at the opinion that the |mlitical testae 
lueut IS what it pretends In be, and thals if it eras not written by 
Peter bUnaelf, it was inspired by him, and embodiefc his ideas. To 
quote one of these authorities, no doubt is entertained that the 
great Sorere^ who impressed his age a ith a resfiect and awe for 
iriuA aotfoely there is to be found a parallel, and who rained his 
oonnliy in the eyee of surrounding nations into a state of great and 
menmang premi^ reduced to specific rules, and bequeathed as a 
poliliosi inatiuotion, the heeds of the plan which he had formed for 
oq^aniaing the Russian pwple for pc^tical domination and for military 
oonquosi.” The Chevalier d’Eon, in whose memoirs what is under- 
stood to be the correct test of the will was discovered in the archives of 
the Frendi Foreign Office, wss sent by Louis the Fifteenth on a secret 
mistRon to the Tsaritsa Catherine and ratCurned in 1757. 


Ak H<lKiaT CONSPIHKY. 

That the French King accepted the document as authentic is 
tolerably certain. He may not have believed that bis miieioner bad 
suited him with the will of Peter, but he did believe that there 
masted s scheme for securing to Russia the domination of Europe 
fay the methods enjoined in the so-called testimony ; apd he took 
steps to render the plan migatcHy. Proof of this is, or was, con- 
tiiim in the msmoin of one Fsbvier, published at Hsmbim in 
im, and to be found in the Beviia ^bmy lately as ISfifi. We 
mjy ms becanm it is understood that the copies of Fahvier’e worim 
^ i p ressed, and generally withdrawn frmu the litauries of 
And on the aooession of Louis the Sixtemith every pie> 

, wse taken to efface aU traces of the meaeiiea which had! 
nnmnudl^ themeebrus to hk predecessor. Jt has bean anerted that 
the Broglie, who on the death of Loub the Fifteenth was 

the chiatWiM^^ of the secret^ propossd to his aaooeieor that he 
■faeuU ^ UfT in (he BaetiUe» in order that he eo have 
^ unp l sl a rS tf of oommun^ion with him» and be thua aMe 



‘ IP fibre hhn Wffiroe&d* upon which tfals enterprim had been uaAs^ 
Wim end the'^Buntfid of this honest oonspimoy for the yroMlien 
4 |f 'Wm human rikp, Bbt aH was in vaim Lump the A df ' 

jWK ffare to be iuMlMd. The persons onlioted in thk deeign mpOr 



bound by an oalb of aeoreoy. ^Hie oaeoeMiTe Fornp IGniatm of 
FraiMse wore in the aeont Itie ondeeTomof thelQiig to 
Uuaaia had to be concealed from the Foreign Qffibe of ^ranoe. Their 
lettera paaaed throng the Poat<dBoe i^er feigned namoa; tile 
premier Valet de Chmbra of Loaia the Fifteenth wan iwima in t&Ot 
he might go to the Poit-oIBce to get the lettera intended far the 
King.” 

Ten ** RnaL ” Will. 

Whatever of truth there may be in thia atraoge, eTontM 
the Rnaaians continued to denoonoe the will aa a fabrienftion. Net 
only, said they, was the so-oalled will of Peter the Great not hie wiU, 
but he had left behind him no political teatimony whatever. One 
tine day, hoaever, it auited them to discover that Peter had left 
a political teBtimony behind him, although it was not the document 
ordinarily advanced aa hia will. The day oooarred in thd June 
of 1865 ; and there can be no doubt that the inject of the dia^ 
iovery was to nvbitewadi Ruaaia m the eyes of humanity, staggered 
l>y the barbiinties employed m the auppreeaion of the PolidL rieixig, 
The useful Reuter was the diaaeminator of the intelligence. The 
gist of hiB telegram, dated from Dresden, was aa follows 

The last number of the Archive for the Hictory of Saxony oon- 
tmns an extremely important article, showing that the document 
hitherto believed to be Peter the Great’s TOUtical testament, and 
which oontaina a plan for the subjugation of Europe^ and notaldy for 
the partition of Poland, ia not genuine. The author of the article, 
Count C. F. Vitzthum of Eckstadt^ proves from reporta of Herr von 
Petaold, Saxon Mmiater at St Petersburg in 1747, that Peter the 
Great r^y did leave a political teetamen^ but that its oonitenta are 
diametrically oppoaite to those of the document hitherto put forward 
aa the true wiU. 

Mijiita Mm and Mild. 

The frdlowing are the maadma of Peter the Great on the 
to be purnied ty Russia towards Poland, and which are in direct 
oontradiotion with article 4 of the apocryphal last will, recommend- 
ing the partition of that kingdom: — ^'^Pevfeotly good friandahq^ 
must at aU times be kept up in Ruaeia with Poland, and no epi^ 
tiinity be Idbked upon aa so favouralde as to want to gain aomethte 
fresh # her loaa and damage. Fm* ae the latter ia a large, frmife|«% 
and weU-paopled country, we must the more avoid driiving hef to 
deapaailion by any sort of oppr ea a ien , and thereby letting tor totoir 
her fam^ beeauae Russia^ on the ottor hand, » not ao peMdMnd^ 
but is just as much sKpoced aa Febmd. It ipmb, theraloirh w eeSi- 
mdaaed that^ awing to the iatomt Puiatoncea uWM tofce in 
tto eimairviitien cl the Fnlah in cm' a| jMiearily, 

ndy spat alliaa, but thal rather thielMs, TM«i^ m Brutoa, 


wdl iUnd wmdy to giro help, and it would be juai aa eaij for 
the fonneTt if obtainii^ fiie and aaaialed paasage through Poland, 
to fdl iqm Ruaaia with elfeotk aa it would otherwiae difRcolt. 
Ruaria haa» therefore^ onlr to take care that Poland reinaina in her 
pr aaen t ahape^ and the maana to that end ore mainlj theae : Followers 
of the Gie^ creed in that country are not to be oppreaaed ; the 
augmentation of the regular army ia moat carefully to lie avoided ; 
and by the grant of oertain peninona amongai the niapiatea to have 
at all timea a hold upon aome of the olevereat hikI most reapeoted, 
in Older, with their help, to be able to advance or oouutenmt, as 
may ba deahed, any matter at the Dieta. Further. Ituaaia must 
netaMidi a dote and aeerot undentanding with the King of Poland, 
eqieeially in hia quality of Elector of Saxony. In this last quality 
aha carea to the aame the preacmration of her crown, ua had not the 
Sexone edvanoed before Riga after the action of Narva, ahich termin- 
ated eo diaaatroualy te Ruaaia. thereby causing the Swedish armies 
to move thither, and divert the wlide thrafnim beth to Poland, 
all waya of recovering beraelf would have been cut off. 


RaOIPBOtlTT WITH POLAVD. 

It ia now aeen that the King of Pniaaia constantly lays by 
more^ mon^ and ooDacta troopa. Aa now the King of Poland, 
eapedally aa Elector, haa one and the same interest with Ruasiu 
to keep a watchful eye upon thie neighbour, whose alliance cxpm- 
enee haa diown cannot he tnided, and to prevent the same making 
any new oonqueata, in order theiWere to anticipate the aame, and 
in audd a n caaea to be able redprooeliT to give each other aid, no 
better and aafar meana can be found than to remain at all timea in 
alliance and undefstanding with the Eleotord Houae of Saxony. 


Not a Fabucatiov. 

Qritioe of Uiia new wfll,” or portion of it^ have noted that there 
ie no fandamentel difference between, it and the ** old will ” ao far 
aa Mand ia oonoemed. The methoda to be pureued are expreaaed 
leae iuMlally. That la all Aooordmg to the dd will* Polau waa 
to be ^divided by our keeping up there diaorder and perpetual 
jeekmaiaa^^ According to the new will, diaaident tbligionieta were 
to he poaiwtfd, whum aeema a pretty eatMaotory way of keeping 
-If rtlanrjof 'anil England haa heraelf pietected a idigUm 

minorRy in wbMid with reaulta familiar to meet people. To grant 
nenaioiia to thb magpettw* too, ta remarkably like bribing the Diet 
llbar o review nC all the available evidenoe, the conviction foooed 
mm ^ ii m 9mim ahowing^ Peter the Gieat’a will wdatn 
^ Iket it le whnt 4ko Chevulidr dVon genw a o i ite it to be, Ia Mel, 
So wfll ii no laboiaottan, but la auHientia 
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VIL— THE STATE OF GOOD FAITH. 

♦ 

Americaii joumalB, just to hand by mail, afford some intmsUiig 
reading with reference to the re-occupation of Mukden by Ruaaia. 
The publicists of the great Western Republic really seem to hare 
supposed that liecause Russia promised to eTacuate Manchuria, Man- 
churia was as good as evacuat^. They find instead^ that the Tsar^s 
troops contmue to be sent from the west to^the east; that the de- 
capitation of an alleged bandit without trial is made an excuse for the 
seizure of the capital of the province (as if there was no such 
thing as the “ administrative ’’ in the dominions of Nicholai 
Alexandrovich) , and that Russia’s hold upon Manchuria ia now 
firmer than ever it has been. There is, in consequence, a fierce shriek 
from the United States against the perfidy, the immorality, and the 
i^antonness of Russian tactica. The outlmrst will amuse European 
students who have learnt to look facts in the face, and who have 
been taught by experience, gained at first or second hand, to 
regard a Rusaittn pledge as one given to be broken, not to be kept, 
and as intended soWy to advance Muscovite interests by misleading 
the opponents of Muscovite schemes. An educated Eurc^pean, 
venture to Msert, would have been mcnre surprised had the evacuation 
of Manchuria followed Russia’s promise that it should be evacuated 
than he has been by the re-oooupation of the sacred city. In 
America the latter proceeding has provoked an explosion of iimigDUr 
tion. We can only hope that all this energy will not be expended in 
vain. 


Still Bibdabic. 

The i;merioan8, we tniat^ wiU learn their lesson, and wiU trMt 
Rusam with greater juatioe in their future dealings with half. iFo 
oonsiaeF Russia as an 6qaal, to n^otiate with her on a Isoi^iiig of 
equality, to regard her word as the equival^t of her bond fanM to 
treat her with justice. It is to ^ her a grom isjustioek Ter Bmsie 
is not a dvilia^ State. It is true that tramways ntti dlfiiig the 
Kevski Rroipsct and that the Tverikeym UKtza is li|0litsd hy dec* 
trioity. But tvumways sUd incandesoent lamps are net uMmation. 

is nUhsr the MduoTut an absorptMr df Hb giMstt 
riHe; sod Itussia is not dtuiasd* ' 
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A Matm or bimiicr. 

In Mtjing thif we mean no offence to the Kunuina. It hea been 
pleeded on behalf of the Ureeka» who hnre earned the fepotelioii 
^ bem^ the moot aceompUahed thierea in Bnrope^ that tlm^ are no 
thieeea at all, becanae wi» them thieving ia no robitory. Th^ ** do" 
YOU if they can : but, then, they ecpect you to do *’ them It ia n 
eaae of diauDMMid ent diam^ ; and the Hellenic theoiy la that all 
human diamondo are much alike in their hardneae. In other 
aceda^ the Gmek etanShuid of morality la not our etandard The plea 
aatma to no valid. Aa it would be abaurd to expect an uneducated 
infant to obaerve the ethical principlea, the courte^, and the dignity, 
which we look for from a cultured adult, ao it ia courting diaappoint^ 
ment to aoaimi good faith on the part of rude peoplea who arc 
aocuatomed to gain their enda by triekerr, and who ore acquainted 
with no other meant. 


EamuK KNAVxa axd Wuhtibii Foulh 


ne ftnatian dictionary oontaina the word '' cheat,** which la 
the equivalent lor the Engliah word, honour.'* Bui the Bumiana 
do not nnderatand it — have no conception uhatever of the aigiu^*anoe 
attached to it in the Iveatem worid. 

On the contrary, if by aaying one thing and doing another, the 
L can fulfil hia deaigns more eeaily thn ^ purauing a atraight- 
1 eouiie— 'by acting hooeally, ae an Eng&faman would eapma 
it— ho coaaidira himaalf the devarer. Thia realiied, the aurpriae 
evoked by Ruanan diplomacy c o aa oa to have a juatification It ia not 
that the Bumian ia amw the knave for getting what he can in the 
beet way that occun to him, but that the weatemer ia the mofe the 
jbd Ibr aooredtting him with qualidea which he doee not poaaeea, and 
to Which he laya no aerioua cUim. Buiaiaa atateamanahip hat 
ab at hit i ly no aanaa of honour. That ia the eKplanatioo at once el 
BMifWaaiplDiBitb "Aill ” and of her perfi^, it ia beoauae weaterfi 
ataMtoen have neglected to bear thia in mind that they have been 
deawMcad aa Rurnian agenta, and that ttr John li'Keil waa hnpelled 
to ^ Itha CUnaets and atateamen of Europe are the toda with 
whith INpilp wmta." 


Avaauv Dcnjannr. 



4lid not weigh a atraw with the Bobrikoilli» the Pobledonoetaeffi», and 
the rest of them. They wanted to incorporate Finland with the 
Tsardom, in order that Sweden may be attacked through flnland; 
and if incorporation necessitated an act of petjnry, they wefo quite 
ready to commit that act. Whatever people may think of the Iwh; 
he never waa ^ilty of a erime of the like character. A caae aa 
well known ua that of Finland is that of the Black Sea. It hat been 
said that Russian international law uonsista of two clan8ea-H(l) Thefe 
is no law of nations except formal traatiea (2) These formal treaties 
are not binding on the Tsar. That they are binding cm others is 
pravsd Russia’s treatment of Bulgaria^ where ^e murdered« 
abducted, and dynamited in the name of international law. But 
what oi the Tsar ? 


A Torn-lp Tubatt. 

« 

Alter the Criuienu War, Russia bound herself, by the Treaty of 
iParifi. naturally in the name of the Dtru fottfpuntiaHf not to main- 
tain a fleet in the Rluck Sea. Turkey was similarly bound, the 
Black Sea being neutralised. Turkey has kept her promise. There 
IS no Turkish fleet in the Black Sea. But there is a KussUrn fleet 
there. It dates almost from the date of the Treaty of Paris. Before 
the ink on that insti*ument was well diy, Russia armed her ttiaB 
steamers and merchantmen, and used them against ships tradkig to 
Ciroaasia^ whose crews were sent to SiberiBh lliis was done^ not oidy 
in defiance of the Treaty of Paris, but in violation of the Dedaration 
of Paris, by which Russia agreed that '' privateering is and remains 
abolished.” The Circassians^ the bulwark of Turkey, were thus 
suppressed, and, Russia having no longer any object in keeping the 
Turks out of the Black Sea, the Tsar calmly announced th^ he 
would no longer be bound by the Treaty of 1866 in ao for aa it 
restricted his Majesty’s ri^^ts in the Black Sea.” This cool tearing 
up such portions of the Treay aa applied only to one of the signatories 
to it was acquiesced in* by the other Powers without serious protest 

Thi WnoKo Horsb.” 

Russia's present object is to tacure the freedom of the SMfo 
for Russian vessels, while the waterway ia to be kept closed isKflfoe 
oWpi of other nations. Whether that object will be accog^glli^^ 
temSm to be seen. The late Lord BatitbulWr * memofUldw |B a ueii, 
deAarad tilbat in the Crimean war we ” beaked the wiongifMlM If 
tlrntwiese^ the wrong horse was Sogtaad I siiioe it was for 
seevrily we fohght^ aid not tot Tuiktgr. «As EnglidiMSh^ we^ ^ 

SMseeeMlilMl^ Bse thete can be littfod^^ 

Wjhfjflibifd^etbeeiwagw^ 

We flung mojy the ftvdta of the laieg om ardhmnA 

oampaige ki the Crimea. 
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VIIL— THE STORY OF CIRCASSIA. 

It hap been contended tbat the Ruasian Empire, bo far from 
ihreatening that of Turkey, ia really a dq^ndeney of Conatantinofde. 
A glance at the mi^ of Eurc^ will ahow that the contention ia 
aound, although the importance of Turkey*a geographical poaition 
haa not always been recognised at the Sublime Porte. During the 
Crimean War, for example, Turkey did not interrupt Husaian com- 
merce. Yet die could hare done so with ease, and poaaibly with 
eonaequences fatal to Riunia ; for the existence of a state of war puts 
the whole Black Sea trade at the mercy of Turkey, who can seize all 
Russian goods and shipping as they pass through the Bosphorus. 
This has always been clear enough to the Russians. ''The Bos- 
phorus closed, our commerce is annihilated ” wrote the Emperor 
Nicholas in 1828. Prince Lieven told Lord Aberdeen, a year later, 
that with respect to the free guarantee of the passage of the Bos- 
phorus, it constitutes one of our necessities, for, in line, the free 
navigation of the Bosphorus and the prosperity of a part of the 
dominions of the Ezit|»eror are united by an indissoluble link. Wo 
could not permit the caprice of a vizier, of a favourite^ or of a 
Sultana, to arrest at will the whole movement of commerce, the 
whole progress of public and private industry in many of our pro- 
vinces.” 


Thb Ghakd Reason. 

A letter publiriied in Berlin in 1870, and attributed to Prince 
GcMrtcfaakofi, is even more frank. '' When we consider,” says the 
vrmer, what vast territories are watered by the Dniester, the South 
BiM% the Dnieper, and the Don, and what magnificent ports 
wURW be given by the coasts of the Sea of Azoff and the Euxine^ it 
is that the possession of the Boiq>horus and the Dardanellea 

by,lME^ enemy Tkrkey is extremely dangerous for^ Russia; and she 
ou^t net to submit to it an instant longer. Russia ought to take 
PU8sessiyi|ii|a)k^s^ tl^ese ^jassagpes ; thev an to her ct Tital importamw. 
Iheaa tiiilMMMi oooafeitttto tho Uaifiw tor tlie nroduota of tli* 
iMwtlaiiiH fpiWeinriaj tliay an tba gnait gatea of the oommane at 
MedhteniMllip and other oo^ wofldL Ihe doatag of tho 
" IM hiBa W j Wea Qommewe. She muat pMwm Gonataatum ' 

^ ia the grtji^lioaaoii why Bnaaia qeairaa BhA the DcaKhte sL 
. tfeidafie the (ntapeat ahm the4lon».«f 8t SephiA; oad if < 
klfat ahm^ tofm OmatantuMih^ it i« ehaap^f bcnawK alto hoA. 
hot tott.h«rij#*f>Aog enoogh tar ^ atOetpim- 
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Patiko thb Wat. 

But she has constantly been pacing her road to CflPStaafciiM^, 
sometimes steathily, sometunes by aimer impudenoe; adad a huge 
step towards the accomplishment of her tai^ was taken when die waa 
allowed to acquire Circassia. The Porte might have prevented tkia 
had it chosen. A declaration of war or even the threat of a declamr 
tion, would have stopped the whole business, because it would have 
closed the Straits to Russian commerce. Turkey, however, played 
into the hands of Russia, as she usually does; and the result wai 
that, after 40 years of fighting, by means legitimate and illegitimate^ 
one of her strongest bulwarks against Russian aggressicm was 
destroyed. Peter the Great’s injunction that ** we must incessantly 
extend ourselves along the Black Sea. take possession, little by little, 
of that sea.” was thus obeyed ; and European liberalism and civiliiar 
tion miFised a great chance. 


The Case of Ciroassia. 

But how did Russia gain her ends? As invariably, b^ pecfi^. 
The following narrative is extracted from a source which we belio^ 
to lie authoritative : — By the Treaty of Eainardji, 1774, in Article 93, 
which is full of contradictious, Russia acknowledges the Gircassiaos 
as subjects of the Sublime Porte. By the Treaty of ConBtaiLtinopls^ 
1784. Russia renounced in particular all right to the fortress of 
Soudjouk Kale, and recognis^ it as belonging in full sovereignty to 
Turkey. At the same time she renoum^ all the Tartar nation 
beyond the Kouban. By the Treaty of Jassy, January, 1793, the 
Sublime Porte bound itself to keep in order its ** subjeets ” on the 
left bank of tbe Kouban. In the course of the continued hostilities 
of Russia against Circassia, she temporarily conquered Soudjouk 
Kale from the native inhabitants. By the Tteaty of Bucharest, in 
1812, she pretended to restore to Turkey, not only Soudjouk Kale,, 
but the whole countiy, including places where she had never set her 
foot. All this time the Circassians were mastort of their own 
country, which bad never belonged to Turkey de /tm, and which 
Turkey had not tried to subdue to herself. Eoriiig now manu- 
factured a title in Turkey to the possession of ClrajiliM^ Russia, W 
the ^aty of Adrianople, September, 1829, obtajn^ in Article % 
frcun Turkey that '' the whole of the ooast of the Uaek 8^ few 4|l^ 
mouth of Kouban as far as the port of St KMbolaa iBdutiWi|fc 
eball reiinaTn in peirpetuity under the domiiuDn cf the E mpepw w 
Suoda.” Russia had to acquire this ooeSb, the greater paH MPMiM 
for many veeam remained, not witto the dominion of tMrWmdlw 
of Russia^ mt the bands of its Imeve inhabitants. 

^ A fimnscAsio Bneon* 

, a titie to Cimsiia, Bestial 

tegriitiens ^ with a yimt to ww a otwe timis Eastecyi genNMiieBi mi 
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lteBlKik8e» from ooDtagion, and at the aame time to destroy illicit 
tnijdik'' These vegulationa nerver esiitod. Neveitheleiii^ their exiatr 
egiee vaa aaierted by the Rmiftaii Ambaasador, M. BoutenM, to Mr 
MMlderiUe^ the EogUih Minieter at ConaUntiiiop]^ who oom- 
muaicated to the British Cbnool-General at Constantinople and to 
tim foreign Minister in London (Lord Paliuenton) the cider of the 
Bw is l a n Goramment that no trade should take place except at the 
ports of Anapa and Redout Kale. That la to say that^ under the 
peetenoe of regalating her own sea coast, Ruaaia forbade all approach 
ta a ooaat whidi she did not possess, and to which she had no right . 
and the English Govemnient obeyed the prohibition. In the abMce 
ol commerce, the actual condition of the country was unknown : 
and wild stories were circulated of the sayage and even cannibal 
tribes whom Russia had undertaken to civilize. 

Ikdbpendbkt TSstijiokt 

Of these savage cannibals Ospt St. John, i\ho served in the 
Ckhnea with the 21st Fusiliers, wrote: — At the time when Sheikh 
Shsinyl and bis brave people fought desperately m defence of their 
rooky bomes and thmr austere freedom the name of Circassian was 
sdmost unknown to the British public. The name of this brave 
people has new become a familiar word, and is coupled with the idea 
of barbarous atrociiieB. The Circassian is the scapegoat of the 
i^atkm; and whilst villu^ blaze^ fired by bands of insurgents 
who see victory in destruction, their orimes are laid to the charge 
this race of gentlemen, for such indi^utably the Circassiana are. 
in my childbed 1 also heard the name of Circassian coupled with 
sdreoioiiB omelties and wantoii uiassacKe committed in Poland and 
LUh^uania, and it was only years afterwards that I discovered thdt 
dm fooalled Circassians were simply disguised Cossacks of the line.” 

T&k Cost of Inuiffbbbncb. 


la 1824 the cdebrated Mr. Urquhart, discerning that the pro- 
I j tli to e( Rusda met with an unknown resistance in her march from 
Aao$ to the Euphrates, undertook a voyage to the eastern 
^ Bbuqh Bes^ and landed alone in Circassia. There he 
rightly struggling to be fre%” and "he did htt 
btd Chnin of falsehood and foigeiyi^ which had been 

till innl nf tbn irnild Be eccomphshed 
.jRblL^ld looked on paasis^ nrhile Rupaia wMt 
of destroytog the mllant . frboe whom 
ellMted. e nd XinAMiiriJnitbbdd aamlMtonM 

ntooe mS Oa* « 

■let wUA 







wmnm, with how much horror Ruaua looks upon the employment of 
a eed looo berbaritj in warfare. It was precisdy upon the employ- 
ment of needless and unspeakable barbarities that ibe relied for the 
sui^reesion of the Polish rebellion of 1863. 


Riluno in Cold Blood. 

The following are some quotations from the Times of the period : — 

^ April 21. — ^They (the Russians) jiut unarmed men, women, 
and children to the sword. They put the peaceful inhabitante 
of the town to the sword after they had routed the insurgents 
The Rusaiana do not allow tbe Poles to bury their slain, as the 
Grand Duke Constantine has declared that they shall be food 
for ravens.” 

“April 23. — A magistrate named Swiderskl thus described 
<what he himself witnessed : ‘ Tbe Imperial troops attacked a 
house with a hailstorm of shots, I, a quiet inhabitant, being in 
the house at the time. At length the soldiers entered, killed 
my daughter with two bayonet stabs, wounded with two shots 
my son-in-law, and began to plunder. The Imperial troops, 
ator killing^our inaurgents, whom we buried, murdering my 
daughter, and wounding my son-in-law, killed six servants of 
the household. (Their names are given.) The above were 
first castrated, and then twh*e stabbed with bayonets.’ ” 

“June 24. — ^After the battle of Lubar, the Adjutant — 
General Kolsakoff — gave orders that the prisoners and the 
wounded should be buried in the same grave with the dmul,. 
and the Russian soldiers readily obeyed the instructions they 
had received.” 

‘‘November 11. — ^Toung* ladies are being continually ar- 
rested, Fifty, for the most part g^rls of from 17 to 19 years- 
^ taken one night last week, and are now in prison. 

Old a^ young, men and women, are all treated^ alike in the* 
laetter of amtts, and are invariably seised the middle of the 
Vrom tSDi |Kt night tOl four the neat morning are tl^e* 
oAdal honrs for deeds that* will not bear the light 


A Fjujmass, 

^ wondM^ ^ Rniaiiui agents can Turkish 

n la » Ifrtm 

n«Mm w tlM» 'OHIl* 1pw(jp 
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thd Atrocities perpetrated in Poland were fathered on to the Turkish 
<uviliAa Boldieiy — ^Baron de Wonns remark^ : “ The pdkfy of Bossia 
as a State is the very reverse of a humane one. The system of 
Government which she pursues in her own country is such that no 
true friend of the Turkish Christians can wish that they should be 
subjected to a similar rule. However disinterested Russia may 
assume to be in her efforts to emancipate the Southern Slavs from 
the Ottoman dominion, it cannot be supposed that she would tolerate 
the grant of more liberal institutions to them than she herself poo* 
sesses; a free State is a dangerous neighbour to a despotic one^ 
which must always dread the incitement to revolution amongst its 
own people produced by the proximity of a nation enjoying greater 
political lib^ies than themselTea’’ There is, we may observe 
parenthioally, no room for supposition whatever upon the point. 
The Ehnperor Nicholas told Sir Hamilton Seymour frankly, in the 
Meries of remarkably frank communications which preceded the 
Crimean war, that he would not aUow the sick man ” — ^the famous 
phrase was his — to be split up into little Republics, which would 
become asylums for the Koesuths and Maazinis of Europe.” And, 
although he thought that Servia and Bulgaria might become in- 
dependent States, they were to be independent under his dominion. 
They have been converted into independent States ; and everyone is 
aware of the extent to which Russia has respected their independence. 


BauTidiiTT BT Edict. 

It is possible to be e’^en more brutal by administrative edict than 
by the sword and the bayonet. Russia continues her policy of 
brutality in Poland. In Lithuania, Yolhynia, and Podolia no Pole 
or Catholic is permitted to acquire land except by direct inheritance. 
Should a Poli^ or Catholic landowner become bankrupt faia landed 
property is sold by auction; and, as mme but Russiaas can bid, and 
as *thoBe residing in the provinces in question, are" usually few in 
number and poor, the sum realised by the sales is so small &at both 
the debtor jind his creditors are mined. This a cheap, and, we 
suppose; humane method of confiscation. Moreover, a special tax is 
imposed upon Poles and Cathdics. Again, millions of the Tsai^ 
Poliah i^bjeots speak nothing else but Polish, a node tongue^ ifpi 
many re^peOts superior to Busaian, aa the Poles themselvaihiiws 
superior ^ jihe Russuoii. Yet in some pprts it is a crime te ||Mb 
PdiA in publio; Pdiih insoriptunui in ihops are prohibilii | ^ ttld 
the only haagnaM need in puMta oAWl end courts of jmfm is 
Rusaum. We hm yet to leani ibat lib Aev aub jects of 
OM. lMdeii^ iriieenee^-HM^ forbiddl^'1*e* tjpeak 
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RbLIOIOIA PlBSaCUTlOK* 

RaligkHW pefsecution is rife. In hk wtiole on “ Tbe Politket 
Shwiii^ in Poliind,’' in last month’s number of the 
Jbvter, Mr. T. FQipowiti eaye : — In the eesteni part of the oountry- 
e^jmninf Lithuania^ where the population is mixed in religious 
af^eetk and conaiete partly of Roman Catholioe and partly of mem- 
ben of the Great Umted Church, who after 1863 were officially trane- 
ibrmed into the Orthodox faith, the attitude of the GoTcrnment 
towards the hem of the Cathokc population is nearly the same as in 
Lithuania, while towards members of the Greek United Church, not 
now tcdenited, it is one of unparal^ed hoetility.” In the early 
part of his reign the jpreeent Tsar m|m some effort to amriiorate the 
woes of Polai^, ana appointed Cbmt ImentinriLy, a non-Ruaaian, 
Goremor-Genend. (!Soa^ Imeritinaky reported on the ai|uation, 
recommending many reforms ; but^ adds M. Filipowits, the attitude 
of the Government is so fiimly and so deeply roofed in Russian policy 
that Count ImeritinriLy, who could not overlook this part iH the 
people’s needs, did not venture to propose, in his report to the central 
Govenament, any single change in the direction of greater religmua 
tffiemuM The persecution of the members of the old Greek Unmd 
€3iiir& was not restrained, and is still going on. The oppreanon 
of the Cstholios aj^ continues.” And yet Rusaia^ the customary 
lie on her lipe^ aaawen us that beneath her seeptre all religiona aae 
4 fcolerated We adduce the fact in no aenae as a reproaoh against 
her. She is what she is. We dte H to ilKyw what she i»— to show 
that she is the most brutal and basbarous of the world’s States, that 
at the beginning of the twentieth Century she stands alone in he^ 
perseoiitions and her barbaritieB, and riwt her claim to be considered 
civiUsed is baseless 
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X.— THE BLINDNi»S OF STATESMEN AND PEOPLES. 

The meet curious thing about Hussiaxi policy is the eztraordiaajqr 
facility with which die induces others to hrip her to carry it out^ 
e^en although it is directed against them. It has been said .with 
much truth that from the time when the Massaohusaeita Fcmms 
S ociety hailed with delight ^the Holy Alliance " — ^an organisation 
formed in contravention of ev^Ky principle whio^ Peace Sodeties hold 
dear — a Russian scheme prommgated for the destruction of Jhuin^ 
liberties — Russia has afforded her encouragement to every dreamer* 
to evefy usurper, and to every impostor who, led by ambition or 
by delusion, has disturbed the human race/' It may be added that 
she has left in tl^e lurch her proUgh whenever it has suited her 
cue to do so. A Russian agent is sure of his ground only as long 
as he is useful to his employer. When he ceases, from whatever 
cadse/ to be of utility, he is thrown aside like a sucked orange, 
without a thought being given to the fate which may bellB hm. 
But Russia’s oatchings ar9 not limited to dreamers, usurpers, and 
inipostora She mfumges. somehow or other, to atouet to her side 
paypja of the best intentions, and especially those who are advocates 
of liberty and humanity, mm who pride themselves upon the 
%eenneas of their vision when an attack upon popular fteedom is 
threatened or contemplated. The Methodist preacher who cries oUt 
at ^ top of his voice that church rates are to be restored when 
it is a question, merely of treating fairly all the aohool#' lb the 
countty, and with the schools the ratepayers, of whom ha is one, 
will prostrate himself at the feet of the Aardom when he is told that 
its nominal head oontemidates canying fire and th# tpnbrd into the 
dommions of one or other of his tolerant and unaggisUVe eeHAhown. 
He does it without hesitattoci^r leAsotioa; and he dose it uthougb 
there is not a pa^ of history w]^ does not reveal the true significa- 
tion of Russia’s liberating espediimn how they originated and how 
they are executed. ^ 

Two iHsxairons,. 

Tskiyi flftiipls of instangNH-^one Mh recent end anctlidH^^ 
history, wn yssrs sfe or thereahootg^^M^^t^ 
wootfMtn world was in ltfhbsiies,,^pcsaist on Anaenian MMilt 
iooiety had biwiMt abo^ a rohifiao ih Minor, 

a'psr ag 
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momeat to enter into posAefiaioii of Armenia, hut she woe anxious, 
as she alwa^ is, to keep Turkey in n state hi turmoil. This was 
explained to the self-styled friends of Armenia : but all to no purpose. 
Russia, whose work they were doing: so well while she herself was 
enaUed to hide in the bsckgrround, was implored to take the country 
who had put into a ferment ; the British Government were ordered 
those whose zeal was superior to their ^seography to send the fleet 
to Lake Van; and Lord Rosebery whs forc^ to resign because he 
declined to assume the responsibility of commencing what might 
have proved a world-wide conflagration. Mark the position no\i. 
The Armenians of Russia are in rebellion because of the tyranny, 
spoliation, and religious persecution to which they have lieen and 
are being subjected hj the Power which was implored in the name 
of humanity to rescue them from the Turk ; while the very pec^le 
who prefer!^ the appeal so strenuously are denouncing their proteges 
because the latter have fallen out amongst themselves, and are 
engaged in murdering one another. 


The Cars of Macbdonia. 

The contemporaiy case is that of Macedonia. The common 
•assumptioii in the West is that the Macedonian Bulgarians have been 
driven into revolt by the intolerance and the tyranny of the Turk. 
No idea could be fmher from the truth. The Bulgars are not the 
•only Christians in Macedonia. There are, the Servians^ the 
Roumanians, and the Greeks. The Servians, however, are not in 
revolt ; and the Roumanians and the Greeks are on the side of the 
'Turk. The fotu et origo mah m Hacedonia is the antagonism and 
the jealou^ of the riv^ Christian raesa But the evil would have 
been small— a. mere ^^estion of the opening of schools and the 

>4raiHiSmeiicb of biriu^s — had it not been exacerbated by Russia. 
Vibeh who msh to team why the situation in Macedonia is as bad 
^ it ii muilMevect their attention to the Shipka ** festivities,” and 
'll: jhamsdiyei how it came to pass that Ignatieff and a whole host 
‘ "hed Russian officers went to Bulgaria to deliver 
satory speeches at that critical conjuncture. If they will 
ef these events, they will probably be less enthusiastic about 
thd*4||iW scheme of reforms. 


Blind Bt^tssuanship. 

are as blind to RiAjiia’s intrigues as maizes; 
If not bUMih' The Powers, with the dubious eycepticn #G!»ittany, 
diee now in doing Ruede^o worl;^ in Vao^onta. Bng^undt 

wi*-. it, is acting quite ae Ruswa,^ allw^ 

sMe^ it mifitdag {a 
ass weakening of Itefcoyt M 


f wseaoQir penups, eeuiu w 

wiia, an a g g ro n ito atate, nay> 
/^Mwiadtidla, as in i«ia 





unaggresBive state, and, in aci'ordance with Peter^B will, is interesting 
Austria in the expulsion of the Turk from Europe, imd Eaglandr— 
in aiding and abetting the design — ^is showing herself more Russian 
than the Russians. But this is nothing new. Statesmen seem 
resolved to close their eyes to Russia’s aims. But for this Poland 
might still be a kingdom ; Finland might have retained its independ- 
ence ; and Turkey might not have been shorn of one province after 
another, (justavus the Third of Sweden warned them all of what 
was in store for them. 


A King’s Warning. 

In his Danger to the Political Balance of Europe^ he wrote; — 
^‘A kingdom almost unknown in Europe during the last century, and 
gradually aggrandised at the expense of all her neighbours, whose 
civilisation contributed only to make conquests, has menaced for 
forty years the political balance of power. Sweden, Poland, Turkey, 
PiTissia and Germany have experienced the effects of her enterprising 
spirit. All the Courts of Europe had experienced her insolence 
before that tragedy to which Catherine the Second owed her eleva- 
tion io the throne. Since that period, from the Caspian Sea to the 
Straits of Gibraltar, there is no country of which Russia has not 
disturbed the tranquillity or alarmed the precautions ; every year 
has produced new designs, which arose evidently from one general 
plan, and their execution has found no other obstacle than that wbidh 
has arisen from the revenues of that empire which were often 
stretched so far as to need a temporary repose from the abuse at 
power and the prodigality of the Government.” 

Intbrfbrbnob and iNTRiqUB. 

“ But her exhausted revenues have not created the security df 
other States ; for the hand of power, tried with the exertions of 
open violence, prepared for them a war not less dangerous — a war 
of negotiations. Ceasing to become the prey of the sword, they 
had still to encounter her artifices, her intrig^ and negotiations.'^ 
Europe presented a theatre ei divisions, of trouble^ and disorderSi 
of , 'which the springs and machines were fai^cated at St Petsnn 
burg. \At len^, after having tedted PowS Power, aodi 

interest against interest, in the idightenring States, the Empbe of 
Russia prmminated alone ii^the vast sSarefay, diotdbed laws moQgh 
her ambassadors, and prevented all oombinstioii of reriitaneS^** 
l^e policy remains the same. So dees the blindnesa . 
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XL— RUSSIA’S TREATMENT OF SERTU. 

Russia^ according to her own account, is, as we remarked with 
reference to Poland, nothing if not the friend and the protector of 
Slardom at large. It might be auppoaed that ahe would bestow 
especial beneTolence on the Serbs ; for Serria is orthodox, and the 
Prince of Montenegro, a Seirian chieftain, has been described by a 
Russian Emperor as '' the Tsar’s only friend.” But no. Servia has 
suffered widi the rest ; and if h^ progress has been as slow as it 
has been, that is less her fault than that of the Power whose mission 
it is to suppress freedom and enlightenment \iherever and whenever 
the chance is afforded her. 

A Dbubb&ate Aim. 

This is not merely our assertion. It is what is said by the Serbs 
themselves. In 1683 a series of interesting letters from a Serb 
were published in ap English newspaper, and were afterwards issued 
in pamphlet form. Under the appropriate heading of Semper 
Eadem,” the author — ^we are inclined to believe ha was a statesman of 
some note, wrote : — ** It is generally believed in England that, what^ 
ever may have been the faults of Russia, she has acted towards 
Servia the part of a disinterested friend. Nothing can be further 
fiom the truth. If it can ever be true of a nation that riie pursues 
a deliberate aim, it can be said of Russia that her aim has always 
been first to weaken atfd then to absorb the Slav nationalities of the 
pemi^sula. And then he went on to prove hie oeee, whioh 
ittdeedi wee no difficult matter, and which ie easier niw, after the 
nnirder of the laet of the Otomoyfchs, than ewer it waa. • 

Tn Snonar TauTT. 

SenriaoB ewe nothing to Ruaaia. nwgr earned their ewn 
ema&oiMltien, in IBOSihy native valour and bgr the indomitable *MU 
eiid a|iB nS 4ihe ewimehm Kangeorge, the Seiran Napoleon. To 
Karagwn* IM to hie eiMeaaor hUloach Senia owes W he- 
fdepeM«Mn.'* ept haa managed to rowS it» but in epite «i nuanan 
opporition, uavl in tidte of tim bUtek tnaoharjr of the ’tmedenr. 
Snea Nafedmip waa oontem^atii^ the aubjiagetion of Bueiia, he 
«t|bd Thike|«ti> invade bar from the aouth, mliSe he himeatt atta^ed 
IWr''ftQm the anvS. Tlw fta r Ajuamdark raapaoaa haa beep 
jSpwifcttriaed aa* iii)<ll^ e>l1f aSt peMcji^ It tma also « mantatHateok* 
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of villainy. He made peace with Turkey, and at the aanie time, by a 
secret treaty authorized her to invade and to reconquer Servia. Hie 
object was twofold. He deprived Napoleon of a usefltl ally ; and hf 
also, as he conceived, taught Servia that it was hopeless for her tS 
attempt to stand alone, and that if she wished to remain free from 
the Ottoman yoke, she must accept Russia’s protection. 

Butchbrt at Belorade. 

But this ^us not all. To render Servia the more defenceless, to 
ensure that her beating should be thorough, the Russian agent at 
Belgrade, M. Nedoba, by persuasion, threats, and fraud, induced 
Karageorge to accompany him to Russia. Hounded on by Russia, 
the troops of the Sublime Porte flooded Servia, and act^ in the 
manner that usually characterizes the troops of that sublime Power. 
Then indeed ensued a scene of woe, which no tongue can adequately 
tell. Whole streets in Belgrade were lined with impaled peasants, 
and dogs ate the bodies of men still breathing. Yet who is the more 
to blame for these atrocities? Turkey, the stupid agent, who treated 
the Servians as rebellious vassals, or Russia, who, with words of 
friendship on her lips, suborned others, to do her deeds of darkness? ” 
The (Question is put from Servian sources, and there can be but one 
answer to it. llie scheme was Russian, and so was the mode of its 
execution. 

The Same Weafokb. 

Let us here summon another Slav witness, M. BystAonowriti, 
who in 1815 published, in Paris, a work on Servia, copies of which 
are probably not obtainable in England. Servia,” said the author, 
“ had regained her indepradence by her own unai^ efforts. Servia 
then possessed all the elements necessary for forming a nation, sinoe 
i^e was victorious, free, and under the authority of a national chief 
who enjoyed her entire confidence. An independent Servia formed a 
centre for all the Slavs of the south to group themselves around it. 
Russia would thus have lost the hoiits ^ her ruinous campaign in 
Turkey, and of her intrigues amongst the southern Slavs. To banish 
the possibility of such a catastrophe, Servia must at all hazards 
be convinced that ahe could only aeoure her independence by the aiA 
of Rufisian protection. Russia made use of ^^evary means to lent 
astray we aimple character of Karageorge ; riie dazzled him ifllh 
brilliant promiaea, and she finally iuooesded in inducing him te 
the national eauae and the country. The Cabinist of St PeMwmb 
feh sure that the Porte, weak, and, theiefore, vindictita^ U^CMlla 
abuse its victory, reduce the Serviaoa to despair, and thiur iampel 
them to throw themselves, into the arms of Biuaia. If we think ever 
the conduct of Russia, and find that she makes use of the aame 
waaftona torday as then, we may hb |lN^itted to baBewa that ahe 
entertaina the same views, and works for similar resnlts.’* 
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Chbckmatinq Milosch. 

Miloaoh, howeyer, elbowed the Turkg out of the greater part of 
Servia, but thej retained the strong places. It was not the Tsar’s 
business to clear Turkey out of Sorvia lor the benefit of the Servians ; 
and although he was petitioned on the points he was deaf to the 
prayer. Worse: he stirred up strife between Milosch and his com- 
rades, thus pursuing the policy of creating divisions, and so keeping 
Servia weak while keeping Uussian iufiuenoe alive. Milosch con- 
sulted the British Consul at Belgrave, and Russia thereupon decided 
that the time hud arrived for his deposition. She effected this by 
the stale device of a consititution. Milosch was a personal ruler — 
such a ruler entirely suited the temper and cundition of the Servian 
people. Their civilisation was not sufficiently advanced to require a 
constitution. At the instigation of Russia the Porte presented its 
vassal Servia with a constitution. Nothing more monstrous or more 
ludicrous could be conceived. Russia and Turkey, two barbarian 
States with nothing in common but their own misgovemmeut, con- 
eooted a constitutional draught for little Servia, a country in perfect 
health if her self-oonstitut^ physicians would only have l^t her 
alone. This constitution did the work it was meant to do; for it 
checkmated Milosch.’’ 


Murdbrbd bt Goni*ictb.” 

Milosch was forced to resign. To him succeeded his son Michael. 
Miohad was too patriotic to suit Russia^ and in 1842 was dismissed in 
favour of Alexander Karageozgevitch, a feeble man, and a ozeature of 
Kusaia. In course of time, however, he displayed, or rather, was 
accused of displaying, a partiality for Austria ; Russia arranged riots 
at Belgrade; Alexander was sent to the right-about; and Milosch 
was brought back, fie died in 1860, and was succeeded by the 
Haohael who was deposed in 1842. A gifted Sovereign, he was 
murdered in. the park of Topchidera, near Belgrade, it is commonly 
affinned, hj eonvicts. These convicts, however, opeorated with the 
comuvanoe of the Gk>vemor of the gaol, a notorious partizan of the 
Ksrageorge family, who were notorious partizans of Russia. The 
Governor was executed ; Russia, his master, retains the confidence of 
the peaoe-lovii^ and humanitarian worid ; and the Earageorges were 
for ever forbidden the Servian authorities from entering the 
country of their ori^. A Ear^george now sits on the Servian 
I throne. tte stoiy of the crimes committed by Russia against 
Servia is a long one. We must defer its conclusion to another 
chapter. 
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XII.— MORE OF RUSSIA’S SERVIAN VICTIMS. 

If she still attracted the attention of the world, civilised and 
barbarian, it was scarcely by the exhibition of any grand moral 
qualities : her annals were one long record of vicious luxuries, servile 
flatteries, intrigues, disaffection, and cruelties^ which grew like an 
unhealthy crop of fungi in an atmosphere charged with the gases 
of theological dogmatism.” So writes one of the latest historians 
of Russia, Mr. Hector Munro, of the Empire as it existed in the 
ninth century. And what was true of it in the ninth century was 
true of it in the nineteenth, and is time of it in the twentieth. 
“ Turkey never changes,” said the late Prince Lobanoff to the British 
Ambassador during the Armenian agitation. The same may be 
predicated of Russia. 


The Rihxno in Bosnu. 

Amongst the other fraternal acts performed by the Tsardom in 
regard to Servia was that ol causing the war of 1876. The tendency 
of the minor Slav States since their emancipation has been to lean 
on Constantinople. They know their Russia ; they fear Austria ; 
but they believe they can, to borrow Mr. Cecil Rhodes’s expression, 
“deal with” the Sultan. Stambouloff’s policy aimed, inter alia^ 
at securing closer relations between Bulgaria and Turkey. Even 
now, in the height of the Macedonian ferment, Sofia is trying to 
negy^iate directly with the Yildiz Kiosk. Servia sought to do the 
same when the rising occurred in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
sympathy of the Servians with the rebels was naturally very great. 
Both spoke a common language, ftmg the same songs, and had a 
common origin. The Servian Minister at Paris was a native of the 
Bosnian capital, Serajevo ; and the parents of M. Ristitch, who 80 » 
long guided the destinies Servia under Milui Obrenovitch, wei^ 
Bosni^LB. Servian families emigrated to Bosnia and Bosniak 
families settled in Servia. The two countries were to one another 
as the Cape Colony is to the Orange River Colony. With so does 
a oonnectioQ between them, it was not tp be supposed that 
oould remain an indifferent speotatcw of what was happening in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. Blut Ristitoh, who was then ih |K>wer, 
and who was a statesman ss well as a patriot, saw no neoasaily for 
fear. Me had no desire (o quarrel with the Poiie; he did net 
wiak to weaken his own country ; and he had no ambition, he under* 



38 


«tood the cituation too well, to play the game of Jluaaia. Something, 
however, had to be done. liistitch, therefore, propoaed to sei^ 
a ocmfideiitial ininigter to make representations to Turkey, and to 
auggest a peaceful solution of difficulties which threatened a general 
oonllagratiou. 


Dblibbbatk Dbcbpiiok. 

There is good reason for thinking that the contemplated negotia- 
tions would have succeeded had they been allowed fair play. Turkey 
readily acquiesced in the idea, and announced her approval of the 
intended visit of the Servian negotiator. But to let the bonds unit- 
ing Turkey and her former vassal be strenghened, to allow it to be 
seen that Servia, unaided, could ameliorate the position of the Slavs 
of the revolted province, was the last thing Russia could tolerate. 
The arrangement must, therefore, be overthrown : and the easiest 
way to overthrow it, as it appeared to Russian statesmanship of the 
period, was to lie about the attitude of the Porte. Before the special 
Servian agent could arrive at Constantinople, the Servian Charge 
d’ Affaires there telegraphed to Ristitch that Sir Henry Elliott, tke 
British Ambassador, said that if the envoy came with any request to 
the Porte, the Turki^ Minister for Foreign Affairs would not receive 
him. The envoy, accordingly, was recalled. Sir Henry Elliott had, 
of course, made no such statement as that attributed to him. The 
Servian Charge d’ Affaires had been misled by Ignatieff, who told 
him that he (Ignatieff) had heard Sir Henry Elliott make it. 


Pbacb Efforts Supprbhsbd. 

War, however, did not immediately ensue. The lie worked well 
enough, but RiBtit<oh was not at the end of his pacific resources. 
Since, as he believed, the Porte would not meet his special envoy, 
ha decided to appeal to Europe. As a preliminary measure, one 
af ilie ablest and best informed of Servian diplomatists visited Prince 
Miiholas of Montenegro, a Servian Prince ruling a Servian people, 
and eame to a thorough understanding with him. It was arranged 
batweait them that Montenegro and Servia should Rach* send a repre- 
seataUvd to the court of every Great Power in Europe to explain the 
impossllfflit^r of the dkuation in Turkey remaining unchanged, and 
that reiorai in the revolted provinces were a vitil necessity if peece 
^ was to ^ preserved. But this plan« which might have restdM in 
the preservatfam of the peaces waa wippreased by the Hnaatan 
gml^asiidor in Tienna; and Russia was left to pose as the idfe 
protootor of the Christian subjeota of the Poite. The well meant 
eiaito of Servian dipbmacy having thim {matrated by hnaad, 
the i^ay waa open for the war-mongers oTthe alhpaoific and htnoanl- 
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tarian XBiu^lam. General Tchema 7 eff, an emiaeary of the Panflenr 
Committee, reached Belgrade with 6,000 n>ablee» SQ^plied by the 
then well-nigh omnipo^t Akaahoff, of Moscow Gautte fame ; 
Russia arranged the Bulgarian atrocities; and war ensued. Tcher^ 
nayeff behaved as if he was the autocrat of Servia. Kikolitcdi, the 
Minister of War, threatened him with court martial for the insult* 
ing manner in which he treated distinguished Servian officers, and 
for the inefficient manner in which he conducted the campaign. The 
War Minister, however, was not strong enough to tacUe the Pan- 
slavic tool. He was compelled to resign and remained out of office 
for three years. “ 1 do not wi^,” remarks a writer of the periody^ 
" to relate all that 1 have heard from Servian officers of high rank 
touching Geneihl Tchemayeff ; suffice it to say that the emissary 
of the Moscow Committee did little to endear him to the Seifvian 
people. If Servia was brought to the brink of ruin by an intruaive 
stranger, she was restored to something like her former prosperity 
by one of her own sons.’* 


Undbrutnino Sbrvu. 

And as it has been, so it is now. Russia hates Servia because 
Servia has manifested a determination to retain her independence 
at all hazards. Therefore, Servia must be weakened whenever 
possible. Russia hated the Obrenovitch dynasty, because it was 
under the Obrenovitch dynasty that every step forward was accom- 
plished. Therefore the Obrenovitch dynasty must be got rid of; 
and got rid of it has been by the recent muinler of the young King 
Alexander and his Queen. The installation of Peter Karageorge- 
vitch and a Radioal Ministry followed. And now it is the turn of 
Peter Karageorgevitch and the Radicals — ^Russia’s friends^ as we have 
been taught they are — ^to leam what Russian friendship means. As 
disturbing elements, no doubt there was Russian money and Russian 
patronage for them. But when they begin to govern the coun^ to 
the best of their ability, they must reokcm with Busaian hostility ; 
for what Russia says is that the country shall not be well ^verxm 
as an independent Stats. AooorcUngly, ^we ai^ already being torn 
that diseatisfaction with the Radl(^ Government in Semai is 
steadily increwmg;’’ that its forrigh policy is sdveksely mticiiMl} 
that it has no settled Balkan policy ; and 4he twb — ^in brM'^ 
it is a thoroughfef bad lot.^ it reqtdiws bttt a tery slight sfqjMfri- 
enoe indeed to diieot the hand of Busiia in all this. 
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XIII.— THE SACRIFICE OF FINLAND. 

There is a general supposition that Russia's aggression upon the 
oonstitutioii and the liberties of Finland dates, as it were, irom 
yesterday — ^that it began with the advent to power of the Tsar 
^Nikolai Alezan^ovitch and his agent Bobrikoff. That is a mistake, 
^he Russian rulers who have siwom to respect the institutions of the 
Grand Duchy commenced to commit perjury, in intention or in 
deed, from 1809, when the Treaty of Frederichshamn took Finland 
from Sweden and bestowed it on Russia. So far back as 1862, we 
find a French paper remarking, apropos of the Polish question, 
which was then coming to the front, The semi-official press of Paris 
has of late been supporting the complaints of Finland against Russia, 
as it has also supported the comphaiats of Poland. But the patronage 
which the press of Imperial Fradoe extends to Finland will have 
more immediate consequences, because Poland cannot count upon 
the aid of a Sovereign of the same nationality, whereas Finland has 
one in the King of Sweden.^' Concurrently it was proposed to de- 
mand of Russia “ the observance of the TVeaity of Fr^richshamn, 
which guaranteed to the Finlanders their constitution.’' It is evident, 
therefore, that half a century ago the Finns had grievances, and 
that they were due to the violations of the Treaty of 1809. The 
simple truth is that Russia never intended to respect that compact a 
moment longer than should be convenient to her. When she 
violates treaties with the whole of Europe, why should she observe a 
treaty with Sweden? 

To SCAKOIKAVIA THBOUOH FlNLAKl). 

But it is only recently that she has ventured to push her designs 
agajiot Finland energetically and shamelesBly before the face of the 
wovUL The Finnish constitution, Finnish liberties, Finnish progress, 
FixmiA culture and Finniih enlightenment have always been stand- 
ing offencee in the eyes of the Russian bureaucracy l but the heads of 
the not hitherto seen their way dear to barbarise 

the When eiigmtions to that and wei;e sriSsred to Nioholae 

tlm First, reply was ^'Finland governs itself.’’ Illlislioias the SeooncU 
aaenormoudyleMerperso^ has been unable to give the seme reply : 
aaA|he Finnic of whom it has been written that '^^ey never fSEoduo^ 
ia 9 Diet or'out of it, a conspirator, or agitator against Bussia,’^ 
iMMm keen deliberately converted into a rebels. Thah in 

oiieniiistanceii ii^ el couree, aU to thfbr^rai^t As Ifr. loSeph 
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Fisher observes in his Finland and the Teare, “ the Finnish people 
may well claim that they have faithfully kept their part of the 
fundamental compact made with the Tsars; and, if after ninety 
years, they now find themselves attacked in the Russian press as 
rebels and conspirators, and plunged in a struggle for their political 
existence, they have a good ri^t to claim that the fault is ndt theirs. 
Their crime has been that Finland and Finland’s constitution stand in 
the way of the Panslavonic ideal — one Russia^ one faith, one law, 
one tongue.’* It has been that and so-mething more. An auto- 
litmiouB Finland was a bar to Russian aggression upon Soandinavia ; 
and Scandinavia must be tackled before Russia can thnsaten England 
from the north-east. 


The Great Hypocrisy. 

Ah the Holy Alliance preceded the partition of Poland, and the 
Brussels Congress the massiicre of the Yomud Turkomans^ so the 
assault upon Finland was heralded by the so-called Peace Manifesto 
of Nicholas the Second, a documecyl which, according to its illustrious 
author, was to prove, “ by the he|^of God, a happy presage for the 
cent 111 y that is about to open,” and a corporate consecration of 
the principles of Equity and Right, on which rest the security of 
States and the welfare of peoples.” Those who know Russia expect 
home atrocity to follow an impious declaration of this sort. Hie 
Peace Manifesto had as its sequel the manifesto declaring war on the 
Finnish co-nstitution, and hypocritically protesting that “in oon- 
lormity with Our Crowned Forefathers, we see a guarantee for the 
advancement of Finland in the more intimate union of that oountry 
with the Empire.” Those who are still inclined to believe a Russian 
protestation (when it emanates iroiu a Tsar) may profitably consider 
what “ Our Crowned Forefathers ” had said previously with regard to 
Finland. 


Imperial Pledges. 

Alexander jhe First assured Count Mannerheim that *'he con- 
sidered it an honour to rule over a free people, with laws of its 
owiu” At the Borga Diet of 1809 this assurance was renewed; 
Alexandlw himaell airanged that Finnish affairs idiould be repoeM 
upon to nim by the Governor-General of Finland, and not by RiuMBau 
Ministers; he himself assumed the title of Grand Duke ; apd ii£ 
waya emphasised ^the distinction between his functioon an an 
autocrat in Russia and a constitutional ruler in Finlandy* Finally 
he signed the act cl assurance, not inaptiy designated Flail’s 
Ifagna Charts. Hit ple4ffa»Yaa thus: — We Alesinder Fim* by 
the Orssf oi God Bemior and Autocrat of all the Rsasiaa, ebe., 
*eto *9 4b make Imown tu^ Frovidenoe havuig placed us in poaaMios 



42 


of the Grand Duchy of Finland, we have deaired hereby to ucmtirm 
and ratify the religious and fundamental laws of the land, as well 
as the privileges and rights which each class in the said Grand Duchy 
in particular, and all the inhabitants in general, be their poution 
high or low, have hitherto enjoyed according to the constitution. 
We promise to maintain all these benefits and laws firm and unshak- 
able in their full force. In confirmation whereof we have signed this 
Act of Assurance with our own hand.” This was no simple con- 
cession. The promise had to be given before the oath of fealty 
waa taAen ; and, to add to the solemnity of the occaaion, the Act was 
signed in a cathedral. Every succeeding Tsar has sworn the same 
oath in the same fashion. Copies of it hang in every Finnish 
church, and for almost a century they have been pointed out by 
father to son as Russia’s word of honour to Finland, and they are 
regarded— or were regarded until the proclamation of February 
the 15th, 18W, render^ them worthless — as the very foundations of 
the constitut^nul existence of Finland, placed by them ' in the rank 
cf nations under the Empire of its own laws.' ” 


Canada’s Gain. 


Nichcthu the Second, of course, swore the pledge with the rest 
But that did not prmfent him from breaking it, and from breaking it 
without the smallest excuse. History recess no blacker act of per- 
jury. At u moment when the Tsar was endeavouring to persuade his 
neighbours not to increase their armies or their expenditure on armar 
ments, he himself was attacking Fmnish liberties, with the object, 
amongst others, of swelling his ^diery by Finnish recruits. By this 
preacher of 'pbaice, too, the freedom of Finland was violated as a pre- 
lude to further acts bf aggression on Norway and Sweden. That 
Russia contemplates the execution of that clause of Peter the Great’s 
will relating to Scandinavia can be doubted by few acquainted with 
the subject and familiar with l^ssia’s aims and policy. But knave 
m she is she is foolish too. lnstea<f of'securing the Fuuiish reeruits 
dbe desired, jias sent them to Canada, thereby strengthening us 
hp the same extent as she weakened herself. Of these nSMt desii^e 


sieigteiits the Dominion received 16,00Q^in a single Mhun The Finns 
am to be oongratulsted on the manner in which teej have met the 
aggrexipp of their perjured rulers. Keeping their indignation well 
they have ^ven the Muscovites no prXext lor if* 
peilj^ the barbarities of Wan*w Ni^jrade ^ bf 

Bla^vesMumalu and basing themseiveeoh Uw, n/l mtyhsg tqwn 


The Finns 


the of humanity, they have dkf# the d tgioa d vmM 

Ibsiubk is in a manner more oonvoMtag ithw the tialb ever 
Bua^a eiaii<n^hsfae go as 

nsA^ and she hue ne defence to oier^ jhir IMfeifa mmih 

Wipht attempt te ftaHiate her crimes in iradsnA 
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XIV.— RUSSIA'S BULGARIAN BRETHREN. 

In The Present State of Russia, written bv an eminent person 
residing nt the great Tsar’s Court,” and published in 1671, occurs 
a passage which suggests that Russia is not the only country that 
does not change. The eminent person ” was an English doctor 
named Collins, who went to the Russian Court shortly after the death 
of Ivan the Terrible, and lived there for nine years. Of his hosts 
he wrote: — The Russians are of Solomon’s opinion that money 
unswereth all things. The generality of them are false, truce- 
breakers, subtle foxes, and ravenous wolves, much altered since their 
traffic with the Hollander, by whom they have much improved them- 
selves in villa.ny and deceit. . . . The Hollanders render the, English 
cheap and ridiculous by their lying pictures and libellous pamphlets, 
which make the Russians think us a ruined nation. They represent 
us by a lion with three crowns reversed and without a tail, and by 
many mastiff dogs whose ears are cropt and tails cut off.” The 
Hollanders are now, as they were at the end of the seventeenth 
century, making us “ cheap and ridiculous by their lying pictures and 
libellous pamphlets,” of which even the leading ideas remain 
unaltered. As to Russia, that she is still what she was when the 
eminent doctor summed her up is demonstrated with disgusting 
clearness by her conduct in respect to Bulgaria. Indeed, a review 
of that policy tempts one to ask himself whether she has not further 
** improved herself in villainy and deceit.” 


A Ckaftbr or Iniquitt. 

When Alexander the Sefiond entered the field against Turkey, 
his agents having previously manufactured the .Ro^gian atrocities 
end engineered Servia into war, it was in the name of the most 
High Indmsible Trinilg, and in order to secure the liberation 
of his brother Slavs. We have already seen how tlie Servian braiid!i 
of the ^thmity have been and are being treated. The 
have taied evmi worse. Not for a moment rinoe t!he s^atii^^ ttie 
IVealf di Beiiin has Jiussia ceased to conspire against 
freedom ; asid she has hot hesitated to stoop to tbs vil|ai 
of the militaiit anarohlst to achieve her ends. She has foMhkir stden 
a Bulgarian sovegein i siha has allowed her cities to fat i 
tetoh^^ etf aliti-Bmgggte bitAgUb; die has sent her r 
and riie hie cmmtA the neaassinathhl < 
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Buloabia Under Stambuloff. 

So long fu Stambuloff wag in the land of the living, Russia had 
in him her match. Although his task was most difficult, he 
managed to accomplish it ; and as lately as the end of 1891 he was 
able to say to a friend : “ You know the country. Well, if you 
ask me whether my Government has done well or ill during the 
pa^ few years, I should reply by that one immortal word on the 
epitaph of the architect of the cathedral in London, * Gircumspice.’ 
You will see incredible progress everywhere. The people are getting 
richer day by day. Savings banks, ajte increasing in number. They 
contain ^ready about a million pounds sterling. Public instruc- 
tion makes steady and rapid progress. The army is in splendid 
order. We have 100,000 men on active service, ready to take the 
field in less than a fortnight’s notice, and 100,000 reservists could 
follow a few days later. This involves a heavy pecuniary sacrifice, 
but it is rendered neoessary by the fact that we have neighbours 
who are victims of Panslavist intrigues. I leave it to the military 
authorities of Europe to estimate how many hundred thousand men 
would have to be put in movement at Eisheneff to come and strike 
the Danubian frontier of the Empire. I leave also to European 
diplomatists to consider what would b© the situation if, by mis- 
fortune, Bulgarian policy were changed to the benefit of Russia. 
People must admit that all that the Bulgarian Government does to 
maintain order and unravel and confound the manceuvres of the 
Panslavists is to the profit of Europe as well as to that of our own 
country.” 


Hacked to Pibobs. 

This was perfectly true, Russia knew it was true. She knew 
that Stambuloff was making Bulgaria strong; and, as a strong 
Bulgaria did not suit her book, she resolved to beat the Bulgarian 
Bismarck by foul means since she could not defeat him by fair ones. 
The seeds cff diUdvuBt were sown between nhim and Prince Ferdinand, 
with the ultimate result that the statesman was compelled to 
separate himself from the Prince whose election to the throne he had 
procured, and whose battle against Russia he had fought so 
Btrenuoudf^ Various attempts were made upon Stambuloff’s life 
before he wtti really done to death. Majer Panitca^ a commander 
of shdkpii^etfvv ia the Servian oampaign,«4ent himself to one of 
these gaUant efforts, was found oub and pa|d the penalty with his 
Ufe. A year later, in the March ol 1891, only an accident saved 
Stambuloff,* the Finance Minister Beltoheff receiving the bullet 
hiteiided for hie more c^ebrated ooUeegiie; end once again the 
iadioatioiia pointed to St Petersburg and Buohaieati in the latter 
of which Panslavism bed established one of Ha murder holes. Stem* 
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buloff’B friends were similarly dogged by assassins. His policy wics 
close relations with the Porte, aiid the conduct of it was left in the 
very clever hands of Dr. Vulkovitch. Close friendship between 
Turkey and her vassal, however, was intolerable to Russia; and 
one fine day Dr. Vulkovitch was laid low, in the streets of Con- 
stantinople by a stab in the back. At last oame the turn of 
Stambuloff himself. He was literally hacked to pieces, near his 
own house, in oiroumstanoes which are not yet sufficiently remote 
to have escaped the public memory. 

Following Russu’s Lead. 

In addition to these individual murders, Russia sought to commit 
murders on the ivholesaie scale by forcing Bulgaria into war with 
Turkey. For this statement Stambuloff himself is our authority. 

Their plan,” said he, was to push us forward at a given moment 
to attack Adnanople and Dedeagatch. We refused to play that rdle, 
and the Panslavists resolved to wreak vengeance on us, no matter 
by what means. In the name of liberty, we Bulgarians, who wish 
to contribute to the maintenance of European peace, ask Europe to 
help us in our aim.” Unfortunately, the appeal was not answei^ as 
it ought to have been. The European Cabinets were then engaged, 
as they usually are, in doing Russia’s dirty work for her. What 
Stambuloff meant was that the Powers should recognise Prince 
Ferdinand. There was no valid reason why they should not have 
done so. Whatever else he might have been, he was the choice of 
the Bulgarians and the selection of the Regency. Had he been 
recognized by the Powers, Russia would have had no option but to 
follow their lead or to remain isolated from that family of which 
she aspires to be regarded as a member. As it was, however, they 
held aloof, and, while following Russia’s lead instead of compelling 
her to follow theirs, enabled the Muscovites to keep the young State 
in a condition of constant anxiety. As Stambuloff expires^ it, 
^'At present, from an interaational point of view, we are in an 
abnormal state, and our enemies are always freer to cry out, urhi 
et orbt, that our present political position is only provision^ and 
that sooner or later we must fall into the arms of Russia. To put 
an end to that, the Prince must be recognized. Then we should 
have a dynasty, which would be a guarantee for our independtet 
existence.” Su^ a guacantee, with that great deference for Raaaiaa 
suBc^ibilities which is one of the mysteries of Continental politioa, 
the Poweie withheld. 
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XV.— BULGARIAN ATROCITIES. 

GUeatly to the disgrust of the St. Petersburg Goreniment, the 
methods employed by Russia to manifest her affection for her 
Bulgarian brethren were exposed to the world by the publication, in 
the Sofia official Journal Svohoda^ of a batch of documents com- 
municated to it by one Jacobssohn. These papers were aftenmds 
issued in Servian, in book form, and were later on to be published 
in Russian, German, French, and English. Whether this intention 
was carried out we do not know. The summary in our possession 
was compiled from the Russian originals. 

Thb PoLiOT IN Bulgaria. 

As we have said, Russia, her protestations notwithstanding, never 
meant that the Bulgarians should be freed as the result of the 
victorious war of 1877-78. On the contrary, she fought for the 
oonversion of Bulgaria into a Russian province and she said so at 
the convenient hour. Accordingly, shortly alter the close of the cam- 
paign, a Russian Cpuncil of War commenced to hold sittings at 
Philippopolis. Its object was to determine what was to be done 
next in order to secure for Russia the fruits of her victory. The 
Council decided to fetter Bulgaria to her liberator ” in such a 
fashion that an independent existenee for the newly awakened State 
should be an impossibility. So soon as a strong army, under the 
command of Russian officers, should be created in the principality, 
the union ol Bulgaria and Eastern Roumelia was to be proclaimed ; 
and subsequently, by means of risings to be arranged in Macedonia 
and Dobrudsha, theae places were to be drawn into the com- 
bination, the whole of which was, as soon aa might be deemed 
expedient^ to be persuaded to enter Into close rdations with Russia. 
In other words, it was to form a kind of Southern Finland. This 
wtan the Rnssian plan ; and ita realisation constituted, and probably 
•lU eonAtutea, the grand aim of Russian policy in this quarter A 
the ^bolie* Every RuaHan agent in the Balkans, from Dondhkoff- 
Eorwltofllp Eaulbars, worked for the same end, and preached (roin 
the aatteHeiy — The TW must be master in Bulgaria. Bis wSl 
alone fg 

IXPUOBNT ICAOBINATIOSra. 

Prince Atomicier and hit peojde were embaihraaaed by the novelty 
el their position* llliey had yet to leem the ait of managing affairs, 
thty had yst to diaeow the true oheraeter of their ^patron. Both 
to make the best of the sltuatkn* but by dmventi^ meaiiau 
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Differences of opinion arose : and there were misunderHandinirs on 
both sides. The Russian representatives and Russia herself were 
appealed to ; but the former, talthoufrh they intervened frequently, 
failed to brin^ about a reconciliation when one was desirable in tl^ 
interests of the liberated land. It was none of the business of 
these ^ntry to adopt any measure likely to strengthen Bulgaria. 
It was their business to weaken her, to destroy her self-oonfidence, 
and to create in her a sense of dependence upon another Power. 
To bring this about, the Russian Consulate was converted into the 
headquarters of the Parliamentary opposition : the various parties 
were embittered against one another in turn : until at last Prince and 
people saw' through the game. Their eyes w'ere literally forced open 
by the iiij])udence of Russia’s machinations. 

Thb TsarV Intervention. 

To get rid of the Prince then became Russia’s object. The 
Russian Consul was instructed, in this sense. The Director of the 
Asiatic Department of the Russian Foreign Office, Melnikoff, wrote to 
the Consul flt Rustchuk that General Obrutscheff was very ill satis- 
fied with Russian diplomacy in Bulgaria, as it did not seem to com- 
prehend that Bulgaria had been conquered for Russia^ and not for a 
German Prince. The anxiety of the General, however, was un« 
founded; for the diplomatists had grasped the point. It appears 
from Ijhe skchange of telegrams and letters during this period, that 
Russian diplomacy, in spite of many a failure, succeeded in drawing 
its net more closely and yet more closely around the Prince. 
Suddenly, ifresb orders were received. Russia bad discovered another 
and better, if bloodier, method of ruining the young State. No 
doubts thought, it would succeed. An angry frontier* dispute had 
arisen between Bulgaria and Roumania. Prince Alexander, seeing 
the danger, and^ desirous of averting it, approached the King of 
Roumania personally, and an arrangement seemed probable, ^en 
the autocrat of the gre%t pacific Tsardom, the Tsar Pacificator, 
intervened with the following meeskge: — “ It is Bulgaria’s right to 
stand on Arab Talua.” Simnltaneoualy the Director of the Asiatic 
Department wrote a long deapateh in the game sense to tw BuBsian 
Gonml at Sofia. 


Tfa Prince’s DmEHiCA.* 

i 4 . 

Hie Prinoe wm to betake himadf to Coprahagen in orduf titait 
tilie Taar migbt dictate hie policy to kirn. It wae hit MajHt|^a 
tiiat the tenibny is diqmle aluHild be wrestted from BsMsaaia 
bj fane ot amis Bulgario mm to hwk* to Balsa fm aatoto tooopa 
asd) lor tauuMgr, asd vaa W tonan d , at tMI price el mom ($imt 
asiHgetiaB ot the * OobradMha. Is Ode Miios 
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Roumania Vould be enfeebled and humiliated ; Bulgaria would be 
weakened and discredited ; and Russia would become Bulgaria's 
frontier neighbour on the Danuba The Prince found himself in 
a ml dt sac. If he rejected the Russian schema means would be 
taken to let his refusal be known in Sofia, in which case his abdica- 
tion would become a 'Certainty, since, with all their friendship for 
Roumania, the Bulgarians would not view with indifference the 
Tirtual declinature of the Dobrudscha. On the other hand, he 
would not declare war against Roumania because he had 
pledged his word to King Charles to let the frontier question 
res{. Russia became impatient ; and the Russian Minister of War, 
Vanoffski, went so far as to order the Bulgarian War Minister, 
Kantakusin, to set the Bulgarian army on a war footing. C)f all 
this the Prince seemed to know nothing. He mobilized the uriiiy, 
nevertheless, not against Roumania, however, but to assert the union 
of Bulgaria with Eastern Roumelia, whhre the revolution had just 
broken out. Russia was amazed and indignant. She wanted the 
union, but it was to be conceded by the gracious hand of Russia the 
Liberator. And she wanted war with Roumania. The Russian 
officers assembled at Rustchuk were officially asked what measures 
should be adopted in order to place the heads of the Bulgarian aimy 
in the most difficult position possible. They answered that they 
should be recalled, ^ding in response to another question, that in 
that event a war against Turkey or Roumania would be fruitless. 

Stashing a Friend. 

The scheme thus fell through. To grasp its full villany, one 
must remember th^t Roumania was the Tsar’s ally in the war against 
Turkey. She was more: she was his rescuer. It was the Rou- 
manians under King Charles — ^under Hohenzollem leadership, 
that is to say — and not the Russians, who drove Osman Pasha from 
Plevna, and so opened the road to Adrianopole. It must further be 
remembered that Russia rewarded 'Roumania by filching from her 
Bessarabia^ forcing upon hdr the Dobrudsoha in exchange. 

TiMMTs, therefore, first robbed his ally by taking from her that which 
deailpd to retain and forcing on her tlmt whidi she did not 
wish ta'amuire, and then sought to recover the exchange by egging 
on Bid||M(a to steal it as the price of Roumania’s defeat in an 
unp ro r w N^ And at the same time Bulgaria was to be reduced 

to min 1% eMar that she might the more easily be absorbed by 
Russia, Mob is Russia’s statecraft Ihere is no describing its 
baseness. And yet Russia has her admirers, and eiven her advocaten, 
m Englaikd; andibayt to^ are to be found chiefly amongst people 
who fuMe tbemeemes on their moral%. 
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XVL— MORE ATROCITIES IN BULGARIA. 

The story told by the Jacobssohn papers is by no means 
exhausted by the failure of the attempt to compel Bulgaria to mehe 
war on Roumania, in order that the Dobrudscha might be obtained 
for Russia. After the frustration of that barbarous scheme, the 
idea of removing the Prince was again adopted. The active agitar 
tion set afoot led, in the August of 1886, to Alexander’s dethrone- 
ment. Everybody is aware that this proceeding was solely Russia’s 
work ; but any doubt that might have existed on the point would 
be completely expelled by a perusal of the documentary evidence 
ptiblish^ a few years later. 


Kaltlbars thb Great. 

Russia, however, was not content with the deposition of the 
Prince.*^ Her object was to reduce Bulgaria to a state of submission ; 
and the persecution to which she had subjected the Prince was 
transferred to the Regency which followed his dismissal. This 
Regency, which was, in fact, a Stambuloff was pronounced 

ill^;al by the Russian agents. Only the will of the Tsar, th^ said, 
was law^l. General Kaulbars, ironically nicknamed at the time 
Kaulbars fhe Greats rode about from place to place delivering this 
proclamation, releasing the* Bulgarian army from the oath of fealty 
which it had sworn to the Regency, and expanding the doctrine 
that, after the trouble caused by the first Prince, who was of too 
childish a disposition to rule, it was not worth while to have a 
second. Would it not be better, suggested Kaulbars and his crew, 
to elect no prince at all, but to rais^he Tsar to the dignily of the 
-Gnu^ Duke the Balkans^ and^ beg him graoiouify to Moept ih 
That^ they exjdained, wa# the desire of the Tsar, and on hia bri^i 
they guarani^ the permaiieooa af the Bulgarian constituthnu 
When reflect that a atmUar ple<^ was extended to Finland fy 
the Aar in person, we oaa realise the value of fte aasuraifoe ||l(^ 
to Bjotane by the horde of sooundreb who represented thp 
PrimMSg OoveittnMot in the prinetjudjiy. The B iil g e s j ewii mf4 


mmt in the prineip«d%. The B iil gi urb wit 
!, let protenMim el kiAd fall on i 
led to weenr^ec hif^ Ipe 


and Kuilbare penMSd to ireeiy;ef hit, wmL 

4 
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interests to the Frendi oonsiils ; but^ before tbie ohaage 
OOOU be effected, there came a oounter-orte entrnstiiig the fierman 
eenevili with the honour. This oodhterorder was issued on the 
OKfieess and personal order of the Tear himself. 

ISTBiouB raoM Buchabist. 

A tresh phase of affairs was thus entered upon The machina- 
tions against Bulgaria continued, but were conducted from 
Buchar^, where the d^^tlul If. Hitrovo was Russian Minister 
This amiable creature, who was afterwards Russian minister in 
Japan, and who is now safelf lying in his coffin, once expressed 
publibly his regret that the period when a man could nd himself 
of his opponent by the dagger or by the poisoned chalice had passed 
away — a circumstance whSch furnishes some clue to the weapons 
upon whidi he was likely to rdy in the execution of his task. The 
Occupation Fund opened its ooffers. ^Hitrovo and Company spent 
money freely, and were rewarded, heie and there, by the appearance 

a sham r^llion in Bulgaria. It began to be hoped in Russia 
that the unfortunate prmoipality was bleeding itself to the verge of 
death, and would, ere long, fall fainting at the feet of ifce Tsar, and 
crave his mertsy. But gentlemen of the Asiatic Department 
were deceiving theo^lves, or, rather, were being deceived hff their 
toola Hitroro’a reports, which encouraged this optimistic senti- 
gient, were always highly coloured, and depicted the situation, not 
as it was, but as Russia wished it slmuld be. ^ey created, never- 
thelesB, an impreslion that Bidgarie was the victim of an acute 
crisia Even the Roumanian Gevermbent was alarmed, and fortified 
their frontier against Russia ; while King Charles was spoken of as 
a candidate for the Bulgaprian throne. the King ever mitertained 
the notion of offering hunself as a ruler of Bulgaria, he diacarcted it 
in riew of Russian threats that an invasion would immediately follow 
his candidature 


Pninotf FsRDivAnD. 


A 'bteanwhilc^ a new era had op&ned in the Principality, 
ihsepiaibd of Coburg had been ffiacofvazed 
been rfiM the sttooaasor of %the Batten^ 
tbs fi«Os uiMm his heels followed 



was a usurper ai)4 
bat long; and then ea 
* ^ thwob 

mmndi bdah'tu ] 

fwa wsunsaff^tiiiiiin^ 
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Rttsnuift ; PaniUa was a Bulgarian. In Novikoff Hitroro found tlait 
he had gmatfy deoemd himaelf. The man was ahraya demandaig 
uonej, and anythiag uadar 50,000 franoa did not aatiafy him. 
Kolobkoff and Panitza, on the oontraiy were eameat workers. Iliey, 
too. needed money, lumerer; but the Occupation Fund was weQ off, 
and could meet not only their demands, but also those of Zankoff 
and his gang 


A BniLLiinT Idia. 

At this conjuncture, the bright idea of dynamite occurred to 
one or other of ^e oonqiirators. Others were wng dynamite for the 
advancemeiLt of the causes they had at heart ;* why riiould it nOt be 
used for securing that the Ttoar’s will be done? To whom diould be 
ascribed the ment of mooting the proposition will probably never 
be known But it is oertain &at the infamy of endorsing it b^ongs 
to the Russian Foreign Office. Hitrovo wrote to the Director of the 
Asiatic Department that his instruments believed that^ with the 
aid of a few dynamite bomba^ they could reach their god. It waa 
in the nature of the case^ he ur|^, that the strength of the war 
material should increase as the remstanoe increased. Blood was 
already flowing. The Rustchuk conspirators had been shot by order 
of a court-martial ; the Russian captain Nabukoff had been settled 
by the bullets of Bulgarian peasants ; and the Bulgarian Gkivemment 
waa daily involved in siniflarly ti^ble prooeedinga. Stambiidoff 
had learnt much. The Prince was determined to deal witib the law- 
less with the utmost flrinness. Strenuous measures were denumded. 
Dynunite waa accordingly adopted. Bnsaian secret polios were 
potted on the RuBtchuk-Yama railroad, and diaoovered the phoe 
where the Prince might beat be blown into the air, train and all 
Other Busaian police agents were disguised as fishennen, and aent to 
Rustchuk to buy exploaivea. But the Bulgarian polioe were watdi- 
ful So were the Roumanians ; and these dastardly designs failed. 


A DuonaoifUL Stobt. 

We will not continue the history, which would dismae a Onitrai 
Asian Shansta Nor diall we cpmmsnt upon it it bears its ar^ ^ 
on Bh fcoe. Only let it be rsoieQibored tbst at the 

tiuaismw die i^ea summonhig oonfavsnoea to oonddar how ^ i 
mUbi best ooUsothsly walh ^jmssitardi^ was hsraett sM^ 
fatf against the rrier of e Miiid]|y end pecifie sMte ^ 

wjahwther We wars on the ikwnt of 

MniheAMMAn^ ]Nh 4o si^ thet worid Jit# 
her »ie hidh n ^ " 
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xm— RUSSIA’S ANGLICAN FRIENDS. 

Russia has always had her admirers in England, the freest at 
the world’s free countries. She had them before she was found out , 
she had them after she was found out; and she has them nov\. 
Amongst them, no doubt, are friends of the sort which the Tsardora 
is, by Peter the Great’s will, advised to create in every hostile 
community, a hostile community being any commumty which does 
not recognise the overlordship of the Ibar, and the friends being 
fnends cl the kind which can always be had by those able to com- 
mand money. But, apart from men of this description, Russia has 
bar sinoere friends in the ranks of the various rdigious sects. It 
was the Quakers who went to the Emperor Nicholas prior to the 
Crimean war ; it is the Dissenters who play the Russian game by 
attending meetings organised for the denunciation of States upon 
whose ruin the Ikardom is intent; and it is the High Church party 
and the Ritualists who hanker after closer relations with the 
Orthodox communion. Whether the laatrmentioned are impelled by 
the impressive ceremonial of the Greek Church, by the gorgeous 
vestments of her priests, or by the authority her hierarchs exercise, 
it would be difficult to decida Probably all three factors have 
their influence. But, however that may be^ certain it is that, in 
q;iite of what has happened la atiU happening, Russia is locked 
upcm with a very sympathetic eye by the r^igionists of En^and. 


Tsa Statb Chuboh’s Stkpatht. 

This is no new phenomenon. §o far back aa 1723 the desira- 
ViHty of a union be^een the Greek and the Anglican Churohea was 
jttiBOpsad ; and althou|^ nothing came of it^ tlm good feeling thus 
mpflhited mnained undiaturbi^ In 1863 the Archimandrite 
vapraaoting Constantinople and four patriarcdiatas, visited 
Londim an bahalf of the 6Mk olergr of the Danubian principalities ; 
and ih ]|,08S an Eng^l^ Prayer Book was sent to the Patriarch 
ra{diad to the Arriibkhop of CSantaebury, cririaiaing 
aoBse aC VfH ^ actidan In the maantima^ the tnmmh of (Sun- 
otantinople had flatl|r r^uaad the inritatiiiit of the Pope to attend 
M^aurnnk^ Ttegrcarthof 

flharchhadbdklM^^ ft 

IBrntf Oohiplbh; nfth^tmsed die amnay tar tat Imfltatt of n Qiaak 

•wSm'bi that loei^ gained theft neipta Tta duteh 
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(rrsoo-RuBtian ; and when the RelliB came to England other oluirdkaB 
were erected. TraotariaiuBm had much liking for the Saatem rite ; 
and thoae who riaited Moboow in 1896, on the occarion of the 
Coronation of the Tbbt, will remember ^at marked cotnideraitioa 
was ahown to the Anglican dirineB who were preBent. 


Church and Govbrnment Instbumbnt. 

What, then, is the Orthodox Church? The question n well 
answered by Mr. Francia Palmer, who, in hia Russian Life %n Town 
and Countryy gays : — '* For the great majority of the RuBBian p^ple 
devotion to the Orthodox Church is by no meaj[||B a matter of rriigion 
alone. . . . The Church means something beyond the creed that it 
upholds, and which individual members of it may or may not fidly 
believe. It is not associated with dogma alone, but with a f^ing 
akin to that with which the battleworn flag of an historic regimwt 
is regarded by those whom it has led on to victory. Reounciatiosi 
of the national church is, therefore, in the eyes of the bulk of the 
Russian people, not only an offence against their relirion, but also 
an outrage to the most sacred symbol of the national victory over 
their alien oppressors — an insult to the nation itself. . . . The 
members of the Holy Synod are appointed by the Emperor alone, 
and consist of the three MetropolitanB of Kieff, Moscow and St. 
Petersburg — ^the successive capitals of the Empire; four or five 
archbishops and bishops ; and two representatives of the inferior 
clergy. The lay element is represented by the Procurator, and 
through him all real power is vested in the Emperor, as without 
his confirmation no act of the Synod is valid, and his oonfinnati^ 
is only granted with the sanction of the Tsar. Associated with the 
Holy Synod are the supreme eoclesiastioal courts and a vast number 
of bureaux, through which all the affairs of the Church have eventu- 
ally to pass,” The Orthodox Church, therefore, is less a religiow 
system &an a governmental instrument. Peter the Great called the 
Procurator “the Empew^s eye”; and that the 
be the real Tsar we have learnt from the career of ^ Pwie- 
donoataeff. Hie Church is the mmnstay of the autocraqr. M. Pobie- 
donostseff knows this as well as any man, and better than 
He is for the maintenance of the autocracy; and, therefor^ ms 
standR up stoutly for the preservation of the rights, the powctt, 
and the privileges of the Church to the full. 


Tte “Eabtibn Cmwm Association.” 

The Church may or may not be suitable to Russia, her elite of 
rivillBslion bciiig what it ^ It Pdbiedoiioirbwrs peramiMna easy 
seem lestifisUe, and e<m aoeesssny, in the syee of his Iriliw- 
But it is curi ou s that fteedom-loving Snu^fahmen 
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^mnpatliiae witii an inatitutaon widok proclaams bokllj that 
oi thp |SmpeMr is tha moat litmd aspreaaioii of Dmne 
Qadcf ti^anamitted to tho earth, adioae Imperial peraiui ia reoogmsed 
aa the liringhead of the State and of the Churoh, and whoae dMiaion 
no written word of the paat oan Idnd.” Yet auch aympathiaera there 
are. In 1865 there waa read before the Lower House of the Canter 
bury Convocation a report of a Committee on the subject of com- 
ipunications with, a committee of American clergy relative to Inter- 
communion with the Rusaofjreek Churoh.” It appears from this 
report that an association had been formed in England called the 
** Eastern Church Association,” whirii numbered amongst its patrons 
the Arriibidiop of Belgrade, the Archbishop of Dublin, and several 
English bishops, with the object of informing the English public 
as to the state fA the Eastern Churchaa, and to make known the 
doctrines of the Anglican Churoh to the Christians of the Elast. The 
committee announced that they had been favoured at one of their 
meetinga ** by the presence of the Very Beverend Archpriests Popoff 
Snd WarsUi^, chaplains of the Imperial Embassies of Russia in 
lion4^ Parish both of whom they received the most cordial 
assurance of personal co-operation.” 

Il^rSBCHANOBABLS CoifXUNlONS. 

^ The Committee remarked that the action of Convocation in 
pppoiating such a body with such aa object had been hailed with 
great aetisfaction by the American Churoh, and added : — It would 
|)e premature to lay down any prinidples or conditions on which it 
mey^eeem to your Committee mat such intercommunion aa is oon- 
tmn^ated vasy be brought about^ further than this — to estabLsh 
such si^lfitioBB as shall emtle the laity and cle^ of either to join 
hi IfeeC^sacramanta and offices of tike other without forfeijting the 
pf their own churoh; that any overtures towara such 
gn^Jmot should be made, if possible^ in cooperation with those 
^in j bhe s wi|lih whkh the Chmnh of England is in communion; 

such overtures, whenever made, diould be extended to 
WMipip^ eaeteni patriarehotes, and not confined to the Rusao)41ieek 
flanUk Wijish this view, yovu* Committee ask leave to sit again.” 
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XVIII.— THE CHURCH TRAP. 

Students of RuBBian policy have never experienced much difficulty 
in acoounting for the variojifi agitationB in favour of the union of the 
AngUoan and RuBso-Greek Churches. The movement^ they insiBt, 
-originateB«with Rufisia^ who, th^ say, takte advantage of the pThsenee 
in the English Church of a sm^I party of innovators who have been 
foiled in fiieir attempt to draw oloeer to Rome, and “ who seem to 
forget that^ with the exception of celibacy of the clergy, the Rufisian 
Church poeeesBes in a higher degree than the Latin Church what some 
have ohosen to call ' the mummeries of superstition.’ ” Union being 
therefore impossibly Russia nevertheless seeks to gain her ends by 
letting it appear that she is dif^sed towards intercommunion, by 
which she may secure some sympathy with, or, at least indifference 
to, her maltreatment of her non-Orthodox subjects — ^the Catholics 
of Polamd, for example^ and the Protestants of the Baltic provinces 
and of Finland. In other wordy she seeks to attain political ends 
by means of what aj^ars to be an ecclesiastical but is in reality 
a political instrument. 


Frbbdox of Conscibnob. 


It cannot be too often repeated or too clearly comprehended 
that the Russian Church ia just aa much a part of the Russian 
Government as the dung^npi of St. Peter and St Paul or the Ministry 
of the Interior. Inde^ one might go further, and say, without 
much euggeration, that the Qiui^ is the Government. Hie Holy 
Synod is the essential govemiim body ae esmntials are regan^d in 
Russiai; the Procurator ia the Tut^u nominee; he is nominally the 
Tsar’s aervant ; and he may be the Tsar’s maeter* In any case he 
is raapofiaible to nobody but the Tmr, During the pt^t two raigai 
the poKoy of the £oi|Nxe has been diotated by the Holy SyaNsA 
thBouA.lt PobiedoDOrtnfff. Its punitive powers over olergy am 
lait^ are enormous and tanrilde. M. Pobiedonostseff hha 
aamed oa pubUdly that the Euawan Church and Government (Mmit 
** abiollite freadom iff Qonsciencse,’’ It is n lie. If a member, aC An 
Orthodox Chnndh should quit it and adapt some other opM ha 
Midaia himsitf to prossoutkm and, to severe piml»rtNWt» at 

the handa ef iflio^fcc le aiartMal Qmty AesMh»g to t^lbwian 

tn^iaaiM c%ang»||Mhmlm 
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lie himidf will be traiiBported to a penitenual oolony. Should the 
friends of the ’vert ” fail to denounce him to the authorities, they 
are li&Ue to seivere punishment ; and so, too, is anyone — a Protestant 
pastor for instance — ^who dissuades anyone from entering the national 
Church. 


A Casb in Point. 

Mr. Francis Palmer, in his recently published work already 
alluded to, gives some examples of the manner in which 
Russia accords absolute freedom of conscience ” to her sub- 
jects. A young peasant orphan girl had been taken chaige of 
by a Roman Catholic lady of Polish descent, and brodght up by 
her in her own faith. Many years afterwards it was alleged that 
one oi her parents had really been a member of the Orthodox 
Church; and she was consequently arrested and taken before the 
Ecclesiastical Court of the diocesei, where, however, she absolutely 
refused to deny her faith. Fortunately the local courts are by no 
means insensible to the influence of money ; and her mistress, who 
was wealthy, succeeded in obtaining her release, to enable the village 
pope once more to try the effects of his eloquence upon her. Re- 
maining obdurate, she was arrested upon several occasions, but each 
time with the same result.” Accor^ng to the Russian Code, all 
subjects of the Tsar^are members of the Orthodox Church, if either 
.of weir parents belonged to the communion, or if any promise were 
given by the parents that the child should be made a member of 
the Russian Church. 


CoBBClON AND OrTHODOXT. 

** Another case that occurred in the same district ended more dis- 
astrously. A young peasant girl of Roman Catholic parentage, to 
eeoape the persecution of an agent of the estate upon which she 
wne living, promised the villa^ priest, in a document which she 
tj gKSd , that if he would use his influbnoe to protect her, and she was 
ewaUed to marry the man to whom ahe was migaged, who was 
Roman Catholic, all the children she mi^t have should be 
Imohtfit up itt the O^odoK faith. The bargain was agreed to ; but 
yMttn ufrar their children raolutely declined to carry out their part 
of the aiggramme, or to take the saorament of the Rusiian Church. 
Their Mhir ’WUt consequently arrested, and sentenced to a tenn of 
tepriMMMt fir fiRure to exert his snthorhy. After severs! 
months’ dw i ffti op, he was release^ it bshig admitted thut his sone 
urere evideuMifr heyend his oonfroL fhe latter, however, were do^ 
indvwl of Ihefr passports^ so that they ooiild not quit fhe Isoijtttf ; 
9)mt were plawil iMto the superviMon of the polico; auA ad flie 
iMMHit when the IMS eame to my knowledge hi IflM, limy warn 
IrMeoed wHh anest^ and wfl^ di^ertathm to a penttentUd erfhay. 
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In this case, before quitting their native pariah, they would be com- 
pelled by force to take the aaorament in the Orthodox Omrch.’** 
Now, the fundamental jpriiu^e of Ruaeian government ia uniformity^ 
Every subject of the TSar ia tpao facto a Ruaaian. He must speak 
the Russian tongue, mu|t hold the Russian creed, and must conform 
to the Russian law. The great instrument for securing uniformity 
18 the Holy Synod. It follows, therefore, that the Church is a 
political institution. Abroad, as at home, it is used for p<diticaL 
purposes. 


The Paofessionh of the Patrubch. 

It IS curious, however, that this fact, so patent to ordinary ob- 
servers, is not seen by Anglican Churchmen and by English Non- 
conformists. They accept Russia’s assurances at their face value, 
and walk into the trap with the blindness of the average British 
statesman. The Convocation Committee concluded its report thus : — 
Your Committee citing the words of the Venerable Patriarch and 
Synod of Constantinople, that 'the Orthodox Church of the East 
has never ceased to offer, with tears, fervent prayers to her God 
and Saviour, Who maketh of two One, breaking down the middle- 
i^all of separation between them, that he may bring all churches 
into one unity, giving them sameness of faith and communion of the 
Holy Ghost,’ conclude with the words of the prayer familiar to us 
all, * That as there is but one body, and one spirit, and one hope of 
our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of us all,’ so we may henoeforth be all of one heart and one 
soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith and riiarity, 
and may with one mind and one mouth glorify God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 


The Desired Imprrbbiok. 

Ke Church T%mw expressed itself even more naively whan the 
Servian Church was good enough to enter into oommunion with that 
of England. After saying the Servian Church had emerged 
" from the fieiy trial oi persecution ” into ** a dearer sky ” it 
observed : — There are other Slavonic Chnrdkes in its neighbourliood^ 
communion with whom is involved, in a meaeoie, in communion wRIi 
her, ^ whoee neck the iron hoop of tbs Ottmnaa ie etill pr ee e e d , erhe» 
are StUl etghing in the dungeon, and none beam their 017. 
too an aUMC i wt i im ti tly bMOsae oar brothen in Cbriat* Mad liy 
tliam we mint do a brwliaii'a |wt., obwchman, » 

wS iad it impoaaiUe to aide with tho biddel and tlw 1M»wedam 
agiiiHt thoao with whom thay hiwe bedkan the Hraad af life waif 
ataad tha’Ch^ of lmBmla%.* oMena. tbit ii anMlfei' tho aaeh 
«rfmfnaaieii that Sinaia daebaa to pnduce. 
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XIX.—EUSSIA’S At)VANCE TOWARDS INDIA. 

We must advance aa far as possible towards Constantinople 
•and the (E^t) Indies. Whoever shall reign there will be the true 
master of the world. Therefore we must excite continual ears, 
aouietimee with Turkey* scmietimes with Persia^ create dockyards 
on the 91aok Sea; tal^ poaseesion, little by little, of that sea, as 
well oa of the Bidtic, wUch is a point doubly necessary for the 
^nicoesB of the project; we must hasten the downfall d Persia, 
penetrate as far as the Persian Gulf ; reestablish, if possible, the 
•aaoient commerce of the Levant through Syria ; and advance as 
far as the Indies, which are the emporium of the world. When once 
there, we can do without the gold of England So runs the ninth 
obune of the will of Peter the Great The author of this document, 
whether he was Peter or whether he was not, can scarcely have fore- 
seen that the Indies would become a unified whole under the 
•dominion of Exiglaiid.«t He wrote in the time of the Moguls , he saw 
before him only a series of semi-barbarous and mutually antagonistic 
pommunities whom to divide was to govern ; and it is not altogether 
surprising that, in these circumstaik^, he should have regained a 
gradual advance towards and the ultimate absorption of India as 
,a perfectly practioable piece o# Rusaism statecraft. Had he been 
able to foresee that India would become English before the Russian 
iclfeme could be executed^ his opinion might have undergone a 
foiiuikgt; Be that as it jaumf, the fact remains that his sifioessoxs have 
endeavoured io oarry out his testimony in this as in other 
I and Russians present operations in Northern China and in 
^ <^y parcel of her efforts to reach her final 

the emporium of the world.” 




BnwBiHnro Danoibb. 
tliu k notoenanar seen. ) 


seen. People uudecatoiid thalk 


llilift M|| ( » M[ i j | | bkd her Nortfaem Aektie reikray qretem ibe 
» Mkl even bttel , pr ei fui% epoa Pfkiay;; 

i» flliliWi fwt fc aw ti n lmfe,been,nppiit0Sjr^ik|M to nkaee 
Jw i lmiai iit hm tlie MckMim «« tte eevilpin ingtol, 
K. iNUe 

seeitts tib lihDpe' that Rmi ssunisa anslltdi to RehJlhi' eeijltA 
mA in s rtiiSiiiirr murriT ^ fmm jslid 

Ibim she dose m ^ oomse^ «hi|hM to ooeopy iha 
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would 1^ as muck on our right dank in India aa she is cm our left 
dank sinc^ her aehniiu of Menr and the oonstruetion of the line^ 
south from ** the Queeo of the World ’’ to the Afghui frontier. Bui 
this, apparently, ai^ao||i little attention at hcmie. Indeed, aince 
the days of Lori Beaocmafiel^ the danger to which India is eiiposed 
by the encroaohments of Ruaaia in Asia seems to have .been r^e^ted 
to the tin|bo of things forgottmi. 

Eubofb’s Oppobtuniit. 

It is fair to admit that this is not the fault of liussia. She has 
woiked steadily away in fulfilment of what she pretends to con- 
sider as her mission ; and she makes no secret of her grand object. 
Hardly a day passes when somebody in Russia, journalist or solder, 
does not discuss the invasion of India question. Russia got her 
chance in 1864, when, after the defeat of the Oubykhs the 
emigration of the Caucasian tribes into Turkish territoiy, the 
Caucasus was subjugated. The land which these hardy and ndlant 
mountaineers had striven for so many years in the face 6f Europe 
to defend furnished, so to speak, the springboard whence Russia 
could jump eastwari; and, once m secure possession of it, she 
sprang. She has been springing ever since, slaughtenng tnbe after 
tribe, and swallowing up khanate alter khanate, until uoMf we find 
her mistress of the whole of Northern and Central Asia, knocking at 
the gates of Peking, the hostile neighboui of Japan, and even 
threatening Thibet. Europe had its chance as well as Russia. 
General Frieyeff has confessed this. “ When,” he has written, “ in 
February, 1863, the Grand Duke Michael was appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief in the Caucasus, the aspect of things ^ < . was 
still far from promising immediate success The resistance of the 
mountoinsei^ had attained the highest pitch of energy, sad there 
was no telling what migiit occur in the summer. ... All our 
Weatssn adversaries were busier than ever crossing our interests. At 
Trebisonde, before the very eyes of our Counsul, a committtoe was 
formed for relieving the Ciroasstans. All European Consuls, the 
Prussian alone excepted, were members of the committee^ which 
was jmsided over by M, Podaiski, a Pole, acting as interprstop to 
thd ^NUteh Consulate." 


A PUULOOS SttOAXlOg* 

.benefaetora sent to the Eastern shores ^ "tlf 

^pSwEg WVP^i ^ inii irt i nti li i im giov 
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ing and expanding every day; and that all Europe threatened to 
riee in arms against us, it soil be obvkms that we had no time to 
lose, but were obliged to finish the Caucasus at once^ before it 
became too late.’* Had “ all Europe,” or even a single European 
Powtt*, '* risen in arms against ” Russia, and prevented her from 
seising the Caucasus, to which she had no more tiUe than she had 
to Paraguay, the history of Central Ana would differ widely from 
that which is actually on record. Russia would not be where 
is ; there would be little to fear regarding her influence on India ; 
and we should not stand in hourly dread of an outbreak of hostilities 
in the Far East. But Europe, as usual, remained blind to her own 
interests and to those of civilisation. No aid was extended to the 
Circassians; Russia was allowed to drive them from their homes; 
and the golden opportunity of staying the Eastern movement of 
the Muscovite glacier was missed. A similar blunder, or act of 
poltroonery, was committed when Poland was deserted. Russia, as 
Fadeyeff says, ** finished the Caucasus at once, while there was 
time.” 


Rapid History Making. 

Being thus presented by Europe with two indispensable potnh^ 
d^appuif Russia made Jiistory at a great rate both to the weet and 
to the east. She broke off relations with the Vatican, in order that 
she might the more conveniently persecute the Catholic clergy of 
^Poland; she issued the three decrees for the abolition of 
remnants of Polish nationality ; she ordered the use of the Russian 
language in the Baltic provinces; riie suppressed the sepand:e 
interior government of Poland; she interdict^ the use of Pcdish 
in public places; she inooeporated with the Russian Empire the 
Baltic provinces, which formerly enjoyed provincial federation with 
a Oovsernor, the last functional to occupy the post being Bag- 
ratim ; and she repudiated the Blacky Sea clauses of the 1\eaty of 
Paris. In the Eo^ the immediate sequel to the sacrifiee of the 
Ciioaairians was the establishments of the new Gsntnd Asian pro- 
viivee «f Turkestan. Then come the Bolharan war, carefully p» 
pMod in ludvanoe^ and was^ for some time with varying results, bub 
finally cohninating in ^ success of the aggresaoxs and in the 
capture of Semaihand by General Kaufmann on May the 26tli|. 
1868. TKtl was followM by the expedition to Khiva, resultiiig 
in isitTTOdor of the tribes in the July of 18784 Next the 
^rkomanl wtm taoklod, and defeated et Twheadfr in the seme 
jeer, at the add uf wM* a new Iteaty tWA Bol^hara was pulAlAM 
Ttvd years lafmvlhe nmn of sdenoe whOee ourioilty proves ee telih 
sM# to the Tsuffom were eeieed wi A regrete that the blasaliiga of 
oifinsation ahould he eo imig wRhheld 4qiii Khokand. 
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EAUnCiJIK AT B[rokakd. 

The notorious Kaufmann was sent to teach the Khokandians 
whrt those blessings weie; and he began by slaughtering some 
30»000 of them, more or less, on the 4th of September, 1875. It was 
announced that the Khanate^ a Mbutaiy China by the way, 
whose internal condition Russia was in no sense responsible, bad 
been ** rirtually subdued;’* but the 21st of September saw Eauteann 
still dealing out threatenings and slaughter, and in October the 
people espied the new TChan which the Russian civilisers had set 
up. This sort of thing went on until the early part of 1876, when 
Ehokand was formally annexed to Russia as Ferghana. Subse- 
quently Kaufmann amused himself by trying to find out the road 
to India via Balkh; and Lazareff, Lomakine, Tergukasoff, and 
others devoted themselves to the suppression of the Tekki Turko- 
mane — an operation which cost the RuBsians dearly, but which ended 
at last in the submission of the tribes to Skobeleff in 1881. Three 
years later, Eomaroff effected the surrender of Merr ; and in 1885, 
the same enterprisinjg general exerted himself to the utmost, by 
unprovokedly attacking an Afghan encampment, to bring about 
a conflict with the Ameer, if not with England. The English 
Government prepared for war with great energy, and was strongly 
supported by the Colonies and by the Indian native princes. But 
its head was Mr. Gladstone ; he naturally Suffered from blood-guilti- 
ness at the critical moment ; and the upshot of the business was that 
Cossack and Afghan face one another on the Ameer’s frontier. 


A Rbmarkablb Pbophbct. 

We will conclude this all too inadequate survey with a remark- 
able prophecy, written in 1858 : — ^**The fact is that if Russian pro- 
gress goes on at the same rate and with the same energy and con- 
sistem^ os during the last 25 years, we may expect to hear them 
knock at the gates ^ In<Ra within 10 or 15 years. Once across the 
Ehirgix steppe, they get into the oomparatiwy well cultivated and 
fruitful regions of souih-eastern Turan, the conquest of whirii cai^ 
not be disputed to thenif and which may easily affoid for years, 
without effort^ an army ^ 50,000 or 60,000 men. Such an arULy, 
in ten^yWs, could completd^ subdue the country, protect the eeu- 
structioa of roads, the eolomsation of a vast extent of land * by 
RiBHien Ctowbl pedants (aa ia done now on Lake Aral) ofSMse 
aU wmwmdhig SMm, ana wmve the base and line of 
lior an hnUMik oampaiga. Hfm iufy asqr military wilto hae 
til* U «» ootMhT W Am it ■» 
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XX.~-1S RUSSIA'S ADVANCE INEVITABLE! 


Tin# nader of tbe foregotiig artidoi, if he acoepti the atatomente 
oeatainied therein, ahould haTe little diffioultj in anawering the quee 
tion, “ Ib Russia improfing, or does she remain the brutal, barbarous, 
uAKSrupulous and li^leaa State which she waa when Peter the Great 
had placed her on a firm footing, and given her a window out of 
which she could gaie upon European progreaa! ” Ruaaia'a crimes — 
her barbarity, her chioaneiy, her insolent disregard of international 
law, her hypocrisy and her cruelty — are universally admitted. In- 
deed, they can be neither denied nor defended by any intelligent 
person. But it is urged by the apologists whom the statesmanship 
of the Tsardom takes care to aeoure for itself in every civilis^ com- 
munity that the methods adopted by Russia for the attainment of her 
ends are no worse than those which have been pursued, at one time 
or another, by all great Powers, and that atrocities as heinous uh 
those with which. Russia is now reproached were committed by France^ 
for mstance, in the days of Richelieu and Mazarin, and by Italy in 
tbe pmod of the Borgiaa. Those who employ this plea^ however, 
present their opponents with the whole of their case. It is precisely 
their point that Russia now is pretty much what the European nations 
were in the dark ages, and that she is no further advanc^ in civilisa- 
tion than England wal in the time of Edward the Black Prince. 


Unchanobo Babbabish. 

Further, they declare, and facts support them, that she makes 
no progress in civilisation, and that, an Prince Lobanoff averred of 
Tuikey, she never changes.” Her mMiods are what they were 
a- osntsuy or more ago. During the intervening period, the rulers of 
Busm have distinmished themseLves by the assiduity with which 
tbiy have preached peace, humanity, and the golden nde^ They 
haaa ddoe this, not only because th^ were impaled by the gentle 
animating tton, but becadae they were the heads of the 
Chn i aga n countiy, the only Christian oountxy, of the world. In 
‘ their ambitiona^ howevw, they have had reoourse to tho 
bayonet, the loiout^ the dra^nnade^ the aoyade; tfaqy 
have oejjoM, and they have enters engagments 
them. Do they act differently nein The preeent 
'llaMffbOy in the lootiUM of hie prsdeoeeem. ^ Ve 
r l il Hiisi ttr , who enstoed ertd 

;JS'fh|k VuuiB m 

fa ' 
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Tbb DAxaut Signal. 

Plus 9 a dian^ plus k meme choee." Now, al of ^ no 
ever, we find Riueia preaoliiag peace and promoting war; 
to march at the head oiviliaatimi, and deatroying whmver ahe can 
liberty, which is the eesmioe of cdTiliaation. Not to go too Icr 
we find her, while pretending to be the friend and protector of lilB 
Southern Slavs, egging them on to their min, nay, insisting that 
shall porsoe such courses ae shall rendmr their destruction inevitalde. 
We find hm*, for instance, seeking to compel Bulgaria to go to war 
with Beumania reaa<m or none; and, when that attempt 
Servia and Bulgaria at each other’s throats. We find her annii^ 
the Mbntmiegrins, who know very well how to take care oi them- 
selve^ and stirring up treasonable demonstrations amongst the 
Croatians, happy and pro^rous subjects of AustriarHungary* But 
Russia’s sch^es of universal domination, but for her restless and 
unscmpulous efforts to aggrandise herself, Ihe aims which the Thar 
professed to held dear in his Disarmament Rescript, and which his 
pr^ecessor professed to cherish at the Brussels Congress of 1876, 
might have been realised long ago. Russia is the danger signaL 
She it is who keeps the rest of mankind on the qm mve. 


Trrbatnnino the WoRIiD * 

The storm-clouds on the political horizon, some huge and lowenng> 
others no bigger than a man’s hand, and scarcely discernible by the 
expert, are entirely of Russian production. YHiy do men glance 
anxiously at their broad sheets every morning, lest they sbocid read 
news of the outbreak of hostilities in the Far East? Is it because 
some Power or group of Powers is threatening Russia? Is it because 
the Tsardom le compelled to stand at the present ” in ootfsequenoe 
of an impending attack from without? No. It is beoaiqm Russia 
is henelf threatening the world, and bbliging the wortd to aswme 
the defensive. MuMm mutandis, the same is true of South-Easteni 
Eurbpe. By the shoilrsighted the situation there it ascribed to the 
misrule of Turkey. Bttt the mkmle of Tnrkey it ae nothing in 
comparitim with the misrule of Russia. The conditioin ICacedonidr 
k qiqaldng generally, Miperbr to oondiEMi of Rnssia. Ma# 
doiM 4 smtent it local, idmi^ {t k not shaiuAliw 

ttw w i lto i «f tin l>a«yoaL Immfy pwtr--* 

‘ i ilwiw ii «f iHw BiwilirfioiMiiy > 
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Civiu8Arioxr*8 Rbmjuit. 

What is to be done with this ** Scoufge of God ” f » 

^civilisation to protect itself against this tidal wave of reaction 1 
Ttoe are those, in England and other countries, who are simple 
^ongh to believe, as Mr. Cecil Rhodes believed of the Mahdi, that 
Russia can be “ dealt with.” She is to be placated ; she is to be 
negotiated with ; she is to be treated as though some of her demands, 
that for a warm water port tor instance, were legitimate. But, 
surely, that plan has been tested often enough to show its futility. 
When has Russia entered into an engagement except to break itl 
What is the matter in the Far East except Russian duplicity ? Lord 
Salisbury tried the placating and negotiating plan in the case of Port 
Arthur ; and his reward was to be diddled and insulted. What is the 
use of negotiating treaties with a Power which has proved over and 
over again, which, indeed, is never tired of proving, that no value 
whatever can be attached either to her word or to her bond? A 
treaty between. Russia and another State is merely a snare for the 
honest party to the compact. It is worse than waste paper. Russia 
is to be dealt with by civilisation only as civilisation deals with other 
marauders and assassins. To her cunning civiliBation. must oppose 
Its force ; and, this done, the solution of the Russian difficulty would 
become much easier 4^han is commonly imagined. For offensive 
purposes, at any rate, the power of Russia k absurdly exaggerated. 
Although she is territorially homogeneous, her huge size is her weak- 
'ness, since she cannot defend all of her vulnerable points, and she 
cannot tell before hand which of these points will be attacked in a 
defensive or offensive oampaign provok^ by herself. 

The Nbcbssitt or Opposition. 



Another source of weakness is her Chauvinism. Russian troops 
have fbught weU under German leadership; but Panslavism has 
■eliminated German leadership from the Rusnan axmy. In this 
rayrt the directions of Peter the GTreat have not been observed. 
Xhmv BuMian leadership the Russian army haa not specially diatin- 
gniahad itself. It was repeatedly defeated in Gent^ Asia; and 
it wan beaten by the Turks in the last war. It was the Roumanians 
nndar Genaan leadership who saved for the Tsar the situation before 
Plevniip vSlMwia has hm checked even by China,'"8nd would be 
effeetually, were there leas corruption and leas 
the Peace k maintained In Oie Far 

it will he Wwiaa efAe unyielding attltade adopted and nmintainid 
bgr ^apan, mtf ftdb haoanae of Rokia^d pac i dc prota s teti o na. tkt 
k not itasMa's Ihtemka maanon* etneptir kr 
wktee haftm ^rnnea and OOltm hare to be 





XXI.— RUSSIAN INTERNAL CONDITION. 

Aocording to the theories of the Tsardom, Ruasia is the Poiser 
divinely appointed to put the rest of the world right As Attila 
was the '' scourg^ of so she is Providenoe’s oi^iser. CSvilisBr 
tion, however, like charity, be^s at home, and it is worth while 
asking what sort of civilisation Russia has established for henelf. 
We judge a tree by its fruits. What are the fruits borne by the 
Hussian plant? Does it yield grapes or thorns^ figs or thistles? 
There are few intelligent persons, in or out of Russia^ who would 
answer these questions save in one way. Mr. Edmund Noble has 
shown that the tendency of Russian life, so far from being pro- 
gressive, is really reactionary. Hiub, “the native cookery,” he 
points out^ “ ia of the aimpleat. The people for the most part 
eat bread without butter. In ' table manners*’ the Russians are fond 
of excelling. Tet, under special oiroumstances, two persona, fall- 
ing to with fork, may eat out of a single plate without committing 
any breach of sooi^ propriety. This survival has a amaok at 
Atavism about it, since in the sixteenth or seventeenth century, as 
mentioned by Mr. Kostomaroff, it was the custom to seat guests at 
table at the rate of two to a plate.” We may add, aa the reaulfe of 
personal experience, that even at good hotela^ as hoteLs go in Russia^ 
one knife^ one fork, and one spoon, are considered av^oient for all 
the oourses; and we have seen a waiter take a kntfe which had 
been used for fish, and had on that account been rejected, wipe it 
on the table-cloth, and return it to the guest “ T^ Russia habit 
of sleeping after meals has a still higher histoiioal jostificatioo. 
That severe code of domeetio morals, the Domostroi eaqpiesaly warns 
the guest not to remain too loa^, in order that the host’s post- 
prandial siesta may not be interfered with.” 


A Som* ov Aeavisif. 

Aud V* it is ia the home, so it is ia rettgioa* ” A sort 
ataviaih,*' wfites the sutbor already qMM, nolioeabie & jMr 
afewoftitoeeetariaaartbtoitf We see the dissentesp 
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believe in and inculcate the equality oi all men, enacting from 
memben of the eeot a pronounced fraternal and philaathropie activity. 
Regarding commeroe for profit aa ainful, th^ trade with each othw 
by a process of simple exchange^ Land, water, and cattle they 
regard as the property of all men in common, and as incapable of 
being transferred in inheritance. The popular character of early 
Slav legislation finds an echo in the Stundists’ practice of settling 
all disputes amongst members inter ge, sometimes with the aid of nn 
elder temporarily invested with judicial functions. In the principles 
of the Dukhobortsy, who hold that all men are equal, and that 
children ought to have the same cons'deration and reverence paid 
to them as that shown to adults and the aged, we catch a glimpse 
of old Slav life, with its recognition of personal worth and individuHl 
rights. This sect disbelieves in a future life, asserting the poft 
mortem migration of the soul either into another body or to 
some far off planet — a partial reversion to the old Slav dogma that 
after death the soul sometimes journeyed to sun or moon. In the 
case of not a few fanatical sects, a truly pagan scorn of marriage 
has wrought not a little injury to morals ; at times some of the 
heretical dissenters link themselves in their atavism with the erotic 
orgies of the ancient world.’’ 


Education. 

A criterion of Governmental merit is the educational status of 
its subjects. What is the educational status of the Russians 1 Russia 
pretends to be favourable to the spread of education, both elementary 
and higher. ^ She maintains a Minister of Education ; she establishes 
universities,* and claims a great name for them ; and she sets up 
village schools. Schools are also maintained by the Agricultund 
Dmartment, by the Ministry of Marine, and by the Minist^ of War ; 
and*there are, besides, the schools of the associated charities known 
as the Institutions of the Empress Ma^^ie. Yet the educational status 
of tihe country is as nearly as may be a minus quantity. The 
peasants^ are absurdly ignorant, and, as a consequence, grossly 
•upefteitioua Of the total population, town and countiy taken 
togetil^, only some 3 per cent, of the population can read or write. 
This is because the pretence of zeal for popular instruction, like all 
Rusaia’it pteteetations, ia a sham. The Tsardom is afraid of educa- 
tion. V aatebl i sh^ a university, it is only in order to shut it 
again te ite|6 as Wy be. Riots are got up amongst the atudenta ; 
and, of oouiwe with the utmost regret^ the authorities are compelled 
te dose the ii^tutien^ and at tee same.time to deport the ring- 
lea^SEi ol the ^Ntefbanoes. Two objects are thus accomplished ; an 
epWostimial esMliihment ia nuUified, and yopng men inth a thiywt 
q^'kiioirledge are stewed safely away ia Siberia. Theeln to Ube 
^ Mteigements of tbe late Cou^ TebtoL those stndsnU who aie 



permitted to contmue their itudies gain nothing more t-hy.'n ati. 
acquaintance with the claMica and a good grounding in the theology 
of the Holy Synod. They are great at prohibiting in Russia; and 
the Holy Synod, in whose c^rge all ^uoational institutions are 
placed, has certainly succeeded in prc^biting popular enlightenment 
while maintaining an eduoational machine — awhile pretending to 
be earnest about the education of the Empire. As a result, Russia 
remainB the solitary wholly illiterate State in Europe. Even in 
the great cities, such as St. Petersburg and Moscow, the shopkeepers 
find it useless to proclaim their lines in Cyrillic letters. Not three 
persons out of evoiy hundred can read them. Wherefore recourse 
IB had to pictorial signs. The man who sells vegetables puts out- 
side his shop a rude painting of cabbages, can^ots, and turnips ; the 
man who deals m hats exposes a picture of those articles; so 
forth. It is idle for the non-Russiaji-speakmg visitor to a Rusinan 
town to write the address of his hotel on a piece of paper, thinking 
that, should he miss his way, he can show the writing to a droshky 
driver, who will take him to his destination. The droshky driver 
cannot read. He cannot write. Lookmg at the situation broadly, 
nobody, outside official circles, can read or wnte. The Russian 
nation is u nation of ignoramuses, the products of a cunning 
abscurantism. 


A Discontbntbh People. 

The Tsardoiu will not regard the first portion of this statemeiit 
as a reproach to itself. It is, on the contrary, a compliment^ since 
it is an admission that the Government has been successful in its 
educational policy. That policy is to withhold education, in the 
expectation ^at an ignorant people will remain subservient to the 
autocratic (^stem, against which an educated people would revolt. 
Here, again, the Ts^om is to be congratulate. The expeotation 
has been realized. There is no popular agitation jagainst the 
autocracy in Russia, nor is sudi a movement likely. But this does 
not mean that the Russians are a> contented people. So far from 
that being the truth, Russia is notoriously, not only the must 
ignorant, but the most politically discontented, the most sooialily’ 
disturbed, and ibe most internally threatened of European States. 

Russia^ we repeat, is the most discontented State in Europe, if 
not in the world. Her di*oontent, unlike Gennan disoootant, 
is not confined to certain strata of society, Aor does it utteot 
only certain administrative jdiaaesi It is univertal. It-eflgdMM 
all cioeaoD, and aReots almost every domain of human- 
There is religkme discontent, eeonoitkio disoontenty ^ p e MB e a i 
^ — "iteot : sad these disoDittents Ose the more dangerous ifnet all 
IsoMhion of them as f «r oo may he, repreem dL ^ mat efo 
of retmt date. Mr. Edmund NoUe, in his 
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puUiiiMd in 1886, remariu, nader of Bumumi history used 
h» Mminded th«t the growth of BxiMie the Bmpiro did not really 
begin until Ruisle the oountiy had beMi forced into reoeiTing a ruler 
of the Byuntine type to r^koe the prince elected in popular 
oiaembly so aerrant and net master of the people. The moment 
autocratic power was estohliahed in Ruana^ that moment the Runian 
Empire be^^ ito movement espehaion. From the beginning to 
the end of tiie liateeoth century, a period which repreeente the first 
hundred years of ahsolutittn and centralisation in Ruaaia^ the terri- 
tory of the Empire was quadbrupled. Since the beginni^ of the 
sefyentoeiith century it has inisieased from three millions to 
eight millions of square miles, m round numbers. Starting 
fnm the nuclei of her nationai life at Kieff, Novgorod, and 
Moscow, Russia has extended her borders northward and eastward 
and southward until she presents to the startled geographer and 
poUtioian a oontinuoua territory equal in surface to that which 
thd^ moon tume to the earth. And the expansion has been 
wrought, not by the Russian people themselTes, but at the 
expense of the popular libmties; not owing to t^ sympathetic 
aoquieaoence of international speotatora, but by the aaoriQoe of the 
iotmste, and by oiverrtding of the resistance, of protesting nation- 
alities.” Russian aggreasion starts, then, with Russia the Empire. 
And so does Russian dhoontent Russia the Empire is more aggres- 
aive now than erer. Hw diaoont^t is also now greater than ever. 


Thi Laiid and TBa Nobilitt. 

It is remarkable that the ohici measures of the Government in- 
tended to abate the hostile feeling of the people have served only to 
exaoerbete it. llie emanciptition of the aerfs by Alexander the 
Eeoond, landed as a grand and beneficent act, was to have improved 
B u mi an agtioUhiire^ and to have aeoured for the Tsardom at least 
|wai|ieriQoa and conteatod rural regions. In point of fact, the rural 
are the moot dislMned and th^moet disoontented of any part 
afwiiiia. The luiblea who formerly held the land have been 
riiiflfn) 1^ 'while the peeeanto who gained it are naked and starving, 
khe^%ilfa6nui of extoitioii^ of famine, and of pestilence. It was assamw 
by 41to Otmrnment that the nobles, who received enormous nuiUB 
b^ wkf ef nampensalaon dor the loss of theit aetfs, eftoild spend the 
lacHlsIf tejpmfting ' m eoient^ principles the land that was left 
W wise wMng a go^ e x em ide to the peesant% aad 
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WM also working in the country; for his diaoiplso oonied their 
newly-acquired ideas from the fact^ into the village, where th^ 
were readily absorbed. This change was effected in 1896. Seven 
yean have elapsed; and Russia, town and country, has become a 
hot-bed of militant and uncompromising Socialism. We are allowed 
to learn very little of what happens in Russia. But the window St. 
Petersburg is one which can be looked into as well as out of; 
and sanguinary Socialistic riots — strikes as th^ are called — ^have 
been fought out in St. Petersburg before our eyes. They are mere 
samples of what is occurring all over industrial Russuk To-day it 
is Kieff, to-morrow it will be Moscow, the next day it will be Kaaan. 
And BO on. And as the economic condition of Russia goes from bsd 
to worse, the Socialist torrent will gain in intensity. 

A Fbdbration. 

With what result? More than one keen observer has predicted 
that the Russian Empire would, sooner or later, become top heavy, 
and break up into fragments. Mr. Noble, assuming that what the 
Russians desire is a federation of Slav States, and writing before the 
Socialist movement began, says : — “ The issue of the revolt is no 
longer of a partizan or even of a merely national character ; it be- 
comes of immense sigiflficanoe for Europe. It is no lees than this: 
Sh^ this vast empire, drawing from tyranny at home its means 
^of aggression abroad, go on in its present path of expan- 
sion for a period, and with results to which limits cannot 
even be suggested? Or shall the Russian people, breaking up into 
peaceful f^erations, and drawing frcnn recovei^ popular rights 
the means of a prosperous internal development^ devote themselves 
thenceforward to a policy of cmioession at home and nonrinterferenoe 
abroad? The revolt is the foe of imperial aggrandisement. A 
Statiomoy Russia under absolutism is an impossibility. Retrogression 
mqaos ruin to imperial interests. The natural and normal policy 
oi the empire is diua one which makes Russia a constant menace 
to Kutope. And he adds that absolutism is doomed in Russia, and 
adviieO it ^nead its dissolution, alter the manner of certain 
SnannM operations, over a number of years.” Others think that 
the Tsardom will wind up in the midst of a sudden eonvulsion oom- 
pare4^ withv which the first French revohition will appear a trifle. 
We iaiM^ ih no But it is a fact that the internal 

condition 'ijfiknseia new veiy mu<di resemblea that France befMi 
^ Revidqti»% that nothing which might happsn would 

pea% sUf^rise ns. 
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